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Equipping a new generation of Bible teachers langham.org

In the west African country of Benin, it would not be uncommon to see a follower of Jesus 
praising God on a Sunday morning—and then practicing voodoo at the local temple in 
the evening. 

Benin, one of the most under-resourced and volatile regions in French-speaking Africa, 
is commonly referred to as the birthplace of voodoo. And more than just a practice, it’s 
deeply ingrained in the culture. 

Local pastor Tossoupke Kossi explains, “There are people who … (story continued inside)
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… claim to be Christians, but you visit them and you 

realize they are involved in occultism and traditional 

practices. It’s something that they have inherited; it’s 

the legacy of their fathers and forefathers.” 

Sadly, most pastors lack the training and resources 

they need to biblically address contextual issues 

like witchcraft and voodoo, leaving God’s people 

hungry to understand His Word against a backdrop of 

desperate poverty, corruption and harmful practices. 

By God’s grace, and with prayers and support from 

friends like you, Langham is making a way for pastors 

like Kossi to have resources they need to faithfully 

shine the light of Christ into the darkness.

“I want to help my people understand  
the gospel in our culture.”

Augustin Ahoga, the director Christian publisher 

African Bible Press in Benin, has a vision to develop 

biblical books that open God’s Word to believers in 

Benin. He says, “We produce books written by African 

authors to transform African readers—to help them 

understand the gospel in their own culture.” 

Augustin believes books are key to helping his 

own people come out of the darkness and into the 

light—able to apply God’s truth to issues like voodoo, 

witchcraft, polygamy, and animal sacrifice.

Your generosity is making it possible for Langham to 

walk alongside the African Bible Press and provide 

the support and mentoring they need to go from 

producing just two or three books a year, to producing 

11 books per year. Books like The Christian and African 

Realities and Exegesis of the Old Testament for Africans 

are now helping pastors and leaders apply God’s Word 

in their culture. 

“Without Langham, I don’t know where we would be 

... it’s not possible for our publishing house to stand 

where we are,” says Augustin. And in the same breath, 

he proudly notes that PBA is “impacting many lives 

through the books we are producing.”

Bringing Light into the Darkness

Books produced by the African Bible Press are indeed 

impacting many lives.

Pastor Daniel says, “The Word of God is the light that 

shines into the darkness of our cultures, of our beliefs. 

. . I can testify that people’s lives have changed as a 

With your help, Augustin Ahoga is producing biblical books that open God’s Word in Benin and across West Africa.
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result of them getting in touch with the Word, with 

the literature. What Langham is doing is crucial.” 

Pastor Kossi uses the books to train lay leaders in 

his church, equipping them to teach biblical truths 

like free salvation, which he says are challenging to 

understand in a culture where a sacrifice is required 

for every need. He shares, “Since the training, they’ve 

actually testified to how their preaching approach 

has changed.”  

Augustin, describing his joy and gratitude for 

Langham’s support and mentorship, which you make 

possible, says:  

“[Our publishing house] was like a tree that is falling 

down and Langham brings it to its feet. Now the roots 

start to spread and branches are coming and growing 

green leaves.”

Thank you for your prayers and support that helps 

nurture these strong roots. In 2019, through you, 

Langham has supported 22 indigenous publishers, 

helping them develop biblical books that shine the 

light of Christ into 20 countries where they serve.  

We are grateful!

True worship inside a church in Cotonou, Benin. When many pastors are ill-equipped to teach Scripture, biblical 
study with good books published by African Bible Press help pastor Kossi lead this congregation faithfully.  

“[Our publishing house] 
was like a tree that is falling 
down and Langham brings 

it to its feet. Now, the 
roots start to spread and 

branches are coming and 
growing green leaves.”

– Augustin Ahoga, director of 
 African Bible Press, Benin

of Langham-supported 
publishers published 
the first theology, 
preaching or Bible 
study books in a 
national language.*82%



Your support helped Dr. Havilah Dharamraj (center) 
mentor missionary trainers Sarathy and Selvi, who in 
turn are training hundreds more to bring the Gospel to 
remote tribes in India.
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BOOKS  
CHANGING LIVES 

Meet some of the lives impacted by African Bible 
Press with support from Langham (and you!):

Theophilus has been mentored as a Christian 
writer by African Bible Press, which is helping 
him to complete a book titled Voodoo and the 

Christian. He says, “I try to prove in this book that 
God alone can solve your problems.”

Elishama’s pastor, Kossi, studies using books 
from African Bible Press. Elishama says he’s been 
impacted by Kossi’s’s preaching on intimacy with 
God: “The most important thing I take away from 

his preaching is he helps us live a real Christian 
life. . . I want to stay in contact with God.”

Franelle says a book on preaching has helped her 
prepare to shepherd the Sunday school students 
in her care. She says it teaches her to meditate on 

Scripture—and then to faithfully teach it.

EQUIPPED TO 
MULTIPLY 

Sarathy and Selvi are a missionary couple who 
spent over 15 years leading church planting 
work in a remote tribe of northern India. In 
that time, the tiny community of 9 believers 
grew to 100,000. Still—the burden they felt 
to provide better training to missionaries led 
them to seminary, where they were mentored 
by Langham Scholar Havilah Dharamaraj. That 
training helped them see the importance of 
bringing God’s Word into the local concerns and 
beliefs of indigenous tribes.

Today, they are pioneering new training methods 
at one of the largest missions schools in India. 
In 3 years, they have helped train 100+ new 
missionaries to bring Christ into the hearts and 
cultures of God’s people across the country.

As a friend and supporter of Langham, your 
partnership helps equip leaders like Dr. Havilah, 
who in turn raise up leaders like Sarathy and 
Selvi. In fact, studies show that one Langham 
Scholar will train 7,733* more leaders for the 
global church. Praise God for this multiplication!

 

* Data from an independent study of Langham’s ministry 
effectiveness by Excellence in Giving, 2015-2018
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* This information is intended as a general information service only. Please consult your professional tax advisor about your specific situation.

Your support of Langham sends pastors and lay leaders to receive training that helps 
them bring God’s Word to so many people — which transforms lives, churches and even 
entire communities. Read on for a  glimpse of the impact you are bringing in hard places. 

Thailand – Training the Trainers 
Where Christians make up barely 1% of this majority Buddhist nation, a group of 16 
Langham-trained pastors gathered last year to learn how to swap their “pastor” hats  
for “pastor trainer” hats (pictured here!). When trainings are run by local leaders, 
they move forward faster and spread farther. These local leaders will go on to equip 
hundreds of pastors. 

Liberia – God’s Word to a Hard Place
Where the church grapples with how to minister in the face of desperate poverty, 
corruption, and health crises like Ebola, 66 pastors learned how to proclaim hope in 
Christ. Pastor Matthew says, “We see a shift of Christians growing in the Word.” 

Haiti – Christ to the Culture
Where pastors are ill-equipped to bring answers from Scripture on issues of suffering, 
hope and harmful practices like voodoo, your gift equipped 75 pastors. They shared 
how their training took them “deep in God’s Word.”

SNAPSHOTS OF IMPACT

Because faithful stewardship means managing with care all the gifts God has entrusted to us, we want to help 
you plan and give wisely—and more effectively.

Did you know that if you are 701/2 or older and have a traditional IRA you can direct funds from your IRA to a 
qualified charity through a Qualified Charitable Distribution* (QCD)? QCDs reduce your taxable income, which 
may also lower the impact to certain tax credits and deductions, including Social Security and Medicare.

One faithful couple shares why they recently decided to support Langham with a Qualified 
Charitable Contribution: 

“We decided to support Langham Partnership with an annual gift and at my death. The annual gift will 
continue to be a Qualified Charitable Contribution from my Individual Retirement Account’s Required 
Minimum Distribution. Why Langham? Bottom line: It efficiently delivers effective Christian ministers to 
the rest of  the world.”

Thank you for walking alongside Langham and the global church. If you have questions about 
Qualified Charitable Distributions or want to know more about other giving strategies, simply fill  
out and send in the enclose response card, or contact Kevin VandenBrink at legacy@langham.org 
or 314-488-0256.

GIVING WELL SPOTLIGHT:  
QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS
Giving through IRA’s
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Dear friend of Langham,

On behalf of the global church, thank you for how you connect with and care for our brothers 
and sisters in Christ in hard places through your prayers and faithful support of Langham.  

While you read stories in these pages that take you thousands of miles away—to a Christian 
book publisher in Benin, a teacher and her students impacting India, and inside recent pastor 
trainings in Asia, Africa and the Caribbean—know your partnership with Langham brings you 
right alongside, helping them shine the light of Christ.  

What a blessing that our work together connects us into Langham founder John Stott’s 
God-given vision to see more and more embrace Jesus and find true hope and meaning at 
the foot of the cross, especially in places of darkness. 

Giving thanks for how God uses us together to accomplishes his purposes around the world. 

Grateful, 

Benjamin K. Homan, President, Langham Partnership USA

You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a 

hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put 

it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone 

in the house. 

Matthew 5:14,15

TOGETHER, BRINGING LIGHT INTO DARKNESS
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Benjamin K. Homan


