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Equipping a new generation of Bible teachers langham.org

A scene of joyful worship inside a 
small church in Myanmar. The 
pastor of this church, Pa Kep, also 
leads a small publishing company. 
With support from Langham, they 
translate much-needed biblical 
literature into the minority  
Chin language. The books are 
distributed free of charge to 
churches and pastors in the remote 
tribes to the north, where many 
are desperate to understand God’s 
Word in their own language.  
Pa Kep says, “The great need in this 
country is discipleship. My goal 
with the materials we publish is  
to foster discipleship. Discipleship 
spurs on the growth and maturity 
of the church.”

Langham is grateful for your 
support which allows us to train 
and resource the biblical leaders 
who shepherd the church in more 
than 90 nations. By God’s grace  
we see congregations coming 
together and—hearing God’s Word 
faithfully preached—lifting their 
hearts in worship and their hands 
in praise. As you read the pages 
that follow, may your own heart  
be encouraged.  

A YEAR OF CELEBRATION

ANNUAL REPORT EDITION
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CLEAR, FAITHFUL, RELEVANT – 
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF  

PASTOR TRAINING IN PAKISTAN

Langham Preaching nurtures indigenous 

biblical preaching movements for pastors and 

lay leaders around the world with practical, 

biblically based training seminars and 

ongoing support.
The Pakistani people love to sing—
especially the Psalms. They are a 
central part of worship there.  

Says *Omar, a Langham Scholar 
and the coordinator for Langham 
Preaching in Pakistan, “People  
love to sing in times of grief and 
trouble, but there will always be  
one or two Psalms every time we 
gather together.”

So when 500+ local church and lay 
leaders gathered in the town of Lahore last September to 
celebrate 10 years of Langham’s preaching training ministry 
in this country (celebrations were also held in Karachi and 
Islamabad), their voices lifted up Psalm 9: 

“The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of 
trouble. Those who know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, 
have never forsaken those who seek you.” 

Many of these pastors and leaders 
have seen firsthand the trauma 
and violence inflicted upon local 
believers, with the latest Taliban 
strike in Peshawar still fresh in 
their minds. Langham’s Regional 
Coordinator for Langham Preaching, 
Paul, shared, “If the Church of God is 
to stand up against opposition and 
persecution, the Word of God needs 
to be preached faithfully, clearly and 
relevantly.” By God’s grace, this is 
what’s happening in Pakistan. 

Today, with nearly 1,000 local pastors and leaders trained, 
all first year trainings are taught by local trainers instead of 
international facilitators. It’s a testament that these pastors 
and leaders are growing in their understanding and passion 
for Scripture—even in the midst of pressure and persecution. 
Leaders like Samuel, a local pastor who says that though he 
feels insecure as a Christian in Pakistan, “I know that in Christ  
I am secure.” 

“I love the Word, and it is what people need to hear,” he says. 
“People come to me now and say ‘I have been blessed by the 
text you have preached.’ ”

Pakistani church members gather to celebrate 10 years of pastor training in 
their country. *Adam (center), an accountant by trade, is being trained to study, 
understand and share God’s Word in his community.

Songs of thanks  
and praise

Local leaders 
celebrating 10 years  

of Langham’s ministry  
in Pakistan



Langham’s International 
Ministries director Chris Wright 
presents *Sarah with the John 
Stott Young Preachers Award

2015 IN REVIEW

LANGHAM PREACHING  
AT A GLANCE

190 pastor training events  

held in 47 countries,  

with indigenous trainers already 

trained by Langham holding  

many more

10,000+ pastors  

and lay leaders equipped to  

teach God’s Word 

500+ preaching clubs of 
10 to 12 local leaders  

meeting regularly for  

ongoing training

PAKISTANI WOMAN 
CELEBRATED  

FOR BIBLE TEACHING
Seven years ago, when *Sarah was only 20, she responded to God’s 
call to serve the children living in Pakistan’s unreached villages by 
developing a Sunday School outreach program. And though there 
are dangers—“I have seen people burned to death . . . just for being 
Christians,” she says—her determination is clear. As is her passion for 
God’s Word. After completing just two years of Langham’s preaching 
training, she was among 8 young Pakistani leaders whose sermons 
were shortlisted for an invitation to the inaugural John Stott Young 
Preachers Award. And given her lack of experience teaching outside 
of children’s ministry—it is even more noteworthy that she won. One 
judge declared, “[Though she] had very little experience, she has 
learned very well from the Langham Preaching training she has had.”

The idea for the the award was conceived by local Pakistani trainers as 
a way to encourage and celebrate the biblical preaching movement 
in their country, and It is notable that three of the top four preaching 
awards went to young women. *Amir, who coordinates Langham’s 
pastor training in Pakistan, says “It is very difficult for many women 
in Pakistan to study and work outside the home, but we have seen a 
real shift as Christian husbands, fathers and brothers are beginning to 
support women.” 

Sarah is an outstanding representative of a new generation of young 
Pakistani Christians, filled with courage and determination to preach 
the Word of God faithfully, clearly and relevantly to all who need to 
hear it.
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* Names have been changed to protect those living and serving in sensitive regions.



are interested in knowing more about the Bible and about 
contemporary issues.”

At the October 2015 launch celebration in Delhi, India, 
Langham’s International Ministries Director, Chris Wright, 
described its significance like this: 

“This South Asia Bible Commentary, then, is not only a gift to 
South Asia—which we pray will enable the great Christian 
populations of the countries in this region to fulfill the calling 
of our faith… But also, it is a gift from South Asia to the rest of 
the global Christian church in many other lands and cultures, 
who, as they eagerly receive and read it, will hear the voice of 
this region speaking through and alongside the voice of the 
Scriptures we share in common throughout the world. That is 
our hope and prayer in Langham Partnership.”
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OPENING GOD’S WORD 
FOR SOUTH ASIA

In the right language, from the right context. The South Asia Bible Commentary, 
written by South Asian scholars for the people of South Asia, will help pastors,  
lay leaders and all believers understand how the Bible speaks into their context.

*Names have been changed to protect those living and serving in sensitive regions.

Langham Literature supports indigenous 

theological writing and publishing so that 

pastors and leaders have access to books in 

their own language and context as they serve 

the unique needs of their communities.
Meet *Damir (pictured below). As a graduate of a Bible college 
in northern India run by a Langham Scholar, today he makes 
his home in West India, a region known for its persecution of 
believers and, incredibly, for a huge wave of conversions to 
Christianity. As one of the few trained Bible teachers there, 
*Damir has 140 pastors and their churches under his care. Here 
he is (pictured above) with his motorbike which he uses to 
travel the dusty roads between the churches, visiting pastor 
after pastor, congregation after congregation. Many of the 
pastors are first generation Christians with hardly any resources 
to help them understand how God’s Word speaks into their 
South Asian context. Until now.

After 8 years of dedicated work by Langham scholars and 
editors, in partnership with faithful support from Langham 
donors, the South Asia Bible Commentary (SABC) is complete. 
This groundbreaking resource, the first of its kind written by 
South Asian scholars for South Asians, can now be placed 
into the hands of people like *Damir and the pastors he 
trains. In the words of Paul, a church leader in northern India: 
“This will be a huge blessing for the church in India, which is 
rapidly growing . . .This will be a wonderful tool for pastors 
who probably have no theological education, or others who 

For Pastor *Damir 
(shown) and the 
140 pastors under 
his care, the SABC 
is a tool that helps 
them understand 
God’s Word in their 
context—and 
faithfully teach it to 
their congregations.
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2015 IN REVIEW

LANGHAM LITERATURE  
AT A GLANCE

Supplied 8,866 biblical 

books to 543 seminary  

libraries across 82 countries

Distributed 21,000+ 
books to pastors, students  

and ministry partners across 
63 countries

Supported 14 indigenous  

publishers, printing 29  
local language titles
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LIVE, GROW AND FLOURISH 
BY GOD’S WORD

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not  
return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall 

prosper in the thing for which I sent it. — Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV) 

Around the world today, more than 170,000 people placed their faith in 
Christ for the first time. Many will enter churches this Sunday—hungry 
to hear and understand God’s Word. And yet nearly 80% of their 
preachers lack any training on how to study and faithfully teach 
Scripture. Our founder, John Stott, said that churches live, grow and 
flourish by God’s Word, and they languish and die without it. The same 
is true for the people of God.

It’s why Langham is working to train a new generation of Bible teachers 
and leaders in the pulpits of more than 90 nations. Leaders like 
Fernando Fernandez, a Langham-trained pastor in Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
whose small church is experiencing both growth and depth that God’s 
Word brings. “What has produced such growth? “ he asks. “Without any 
doubt, it has been the preaching of the Word. When the people of this 
church meet with God’s Word, their lives are transformed.”

Planned Giving: Make an Investment  
that Won’t Return Void

We couldn’t multiply pastors and leaders like Fernando without faithful 
partnership from friends like you.  Would you prayerfully consider 
making Langham a part of your planned giving? It’s a gift that helps us 
equip the hands, like Fernando’s, that faithfully handle God’s Word and 
shepherd the church.

Contact Jack DeGrenier (jack.degrenier@langham.org  
or 480-595-5117) to learn more.
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THREADS OF HOPE 
IN NIGERIA

In 2015, Langham celebrated the graduation 
of 10 emerging theological leaders from their 
Ph.D. programs. They now join a fellowship 
of 300+ Langham Scholars around the world 
who are starting and leading seminaries, 
starting salt and light ministries, and serving 
as leaders in their nations. Lami Bakari is one 
of these new graduates. 

Although Christ captured Lami Ibrahim Bakari’s heart when 

she was 6, she can picture it like it was just yesterday. “I still 

remember my mom holding my hand and walking me into 

that circle, and we were prayed for,” she says. 

From then on, Lami says she wanted to “share Christ in my 

little way.” She got involved in Sunday school and in women’s 

ministry, and by age 12 she was leading some classes. “I just 

always felt passionate about letting others know,” she explains.

In 1978, she felt the call into full time ministry. She attended 

Bible college, which she recalls as one of the greatest 

challenges in her ministry.

“I heard going to Bible college was a man’s job, but I felt 

deeply it was what God wanted me to do,” she says. “I went, 

and I tell you: I saw God opening opportunities for me to 

teach in Bible school. I rejected the idea that I was not called 

to ministry.”

After Bible college she continued her ministry, working with 

young girls, teaching in church, and working as a hospital 

chaplain. As the years passed, God began to bring her 

face to face with the needs of women in her community. 

“As a woman, I feel that that is my Jerusalem,” she says. “To 

walk with women, to impact women, and to help them 

understand what God is calling them to do. It’s my passion, 

and it led me to seek further education.” 

Newly graduated Langham Scholar Lami Bakari (second from left) trains a 
group of women through Stitch of Hope, a ministry she founded in Nigeria 
that teaches women, many in poverty, how to sew–a profitable skill that 
helps them earn an income and their independence.



2015 IN REVIEW

LANGHAM SCHOLARS  
AT A GLANCE

Supplied 8,866 biblical 

books to 543 seminary  

libraries across 82 countries

Distributed 21,000+ 
books to pastors, students  

and ministry partners across 
63 countries

Supported 14 indigenous  

publishers, printing 29  
local language titles

LANGHAM SCHOLARS  
AT A GLANCE

Celebrated the graduation of 
10 Ph.D. students who now join 

a fellowship of 300+  
Langham Scholars,  

serving in their home countries, 

with 40% launching new  

ministries and 82%  
training students who start  

ministries and churches 

75 current Ph.D. students  

from 36 countries were  

awarded scholarships
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With support from Langham, Lami completed her Ph.D. in theological 

studies in 2015. Now she teaches in two local seminaries and, 

together with her husband, runs a foundation that provides education 

and skills training to both women and men in Nigeria, showing them 

how the Gospel speaks into issues of independence, financial stability, 

and character. The main project is called Stitch of Hope, a sewing 

center that teaches women and young girls, many of them in poverty, 

how to sew—a skill they can use to earn an income.

“For the development of Northern Nigeria in every way and expansion 

of the Kingdom, African women must become economically viable 

and spiritually alert,” she says. “That is exactly what Stitch of Hope is 

called to do, and I am convinced that we will make a difference in 

Northern Nigeria.”

She shares the story of the first Stitch of Hope student, Sarah, a young 

single mom struggling to support three children. Today, Sarah is 

running the Stitch of Hope training center, putting her kids through 

school, and providing for her extended family.

Lami says that her study on how to faithfully handle and apply 

Scripture within her culture’s context is equipping her to better 

serve the Nigerian church. “I am so grateful to Langham,” she says. “I 

appreciate what Langham is doing around the world, and in me, to 

offer me this great opportunity.”

Langham Partnership is committed to raising up biblical scholars 

around the world who can shepherd and disciple other leaders as 

they faithfully share God’s Word. It’s by His grace and the partnership 

of so many of Langham’s friends and supporters that make stories like 

Lami’s possible.

Lami training students 
at Stitch of Hope
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Dear friend of Langham,
When I think about Paul’s encouragement to us in Colossians to let the Gospel dwell among us, and 
with gratitude to teach one another through psalms, hymns, and songs from the spirit—I cannot 
help but recall my time at the celebratory launch of the South Asia Bible Commentary (SABC) in 
Delhi, India in October 2015. As pastors, scholars and church leaders across the region came 
together for the release of this first-ever full Bible commentary by and for the people of South 
Asia—there indeed were psalms, hymns and songs from the spirit. This moment of grace was  
a humbling reminder that God uses Langham Partnership to equip and resource leaders who  
then serve Christ and grow His Kingdom. It’s something to celebrate. 

As you read through these pages, I pray that your spirit would celebrate this and other milestones 
with us. Know that, by God’s grace, your faithful prayers and partnership help see God’s Word 
impacting the hearts and minds of His people in India, Pakistan, and the more than 90 nations 
where Langham works. His grace is more than sufficient and we are grateful.

Partnering in Christ,

Benjamin K. Homan 
President, Langham Partnership USA

Let the message of Christ 

dwell among you richly 

as you teach and 

admonish one another 

with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns and 

songs from the spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your hearts

Colossians 3:16 

MOMENTS OF GRACE 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Benjamin K. Homan

twitter.com/LanghamUS

eNews
Sign up at langham.org to receive news  

and stories in your inbox
facebook.com/LanghamUSA

C O N N E C T
WITH LANGHAM

>  To view our annual report, visit  
www.langham.org/2015_annualreport
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