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Becoming 
Global Christians



About Langham
OUR VISION—to see  churches in the Majority World equipped for mission and growing to maturity in 

Christ through the ministry of pastors and leaders who believe, teach, and live by the Word of God. 

OUR MISSION—to strengthen the ministry of the Word of God through (1) Nurturing national 

movements for training in biblical preaching (Langham Preaching), (2) Multiplying the creation and 

distribution of evangelical literature (Langham Literature), and (3) Strengthening the theological 

training of pastors and leaders by qualified evangelical teachers (Langham Scholars).

PHOTO— Franelle follows Jesus in Cotonou, Benin. Her pastor, Cossi, receives Bible 

study books in his language, for his context, from a Langham-supported publisher 

in the region. Franelle says pastor Cossi’s faithful preaching has helped her to grow 

spiritually. 

“The ‘average Christian’ today is female, black, and lives 
in a Brazilian favela or an African village.” 

- Stephan Bevans, Missiologist

Get involved: Visit langham.org
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* Some names throughout have been changed to protect 
those living and serving in sensitive regions. 
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Dear friend of Langham, 

A lot has happened since 1921: the Great Depression, World War II, independence for India, the collapse 

of the Soviet Union, moon landings, the development of the personal computer, the invention of the 

Internet, and the spread of terrorism and a global pandemic.  

A lot has happened since 1921 in the global growth of Christ’s church. The center of gravity has shifted 

from the West to the Majority World of Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East—where 67% of 

believers now reside (up from 18% in 1900)1. The average Christian in the world today is a young black 

woman living in sub-Saharan Africa. 

1921 is an important year for Langham. It is the year our founder, John Stott, was born. The gifted Bible 

expositor and best-selling author was also an observant listener. As he traveled outside Europe and 

America, he witnessed God dramatically growing His church in villages and cities across the global 

South. He saw and heard early on the need for biblical training and the opportunity to partner with 

indigenous churches to respond to this need. 

It’s why he found Langham Partnership, whose mission remains to raise the standard of biblical 

preaching around the world. 

Through the course of his ministry, John Stott exemplified what it means to be a global Christian. As we 

celebrate the centenary of his birth, let’s walk in his footsteps by reflecting on his vision for Langham in 

light of the church’s global growth.

PHOTO: Langham President Ben Homan listens to Joseph Kithinji, a Langham-trained preacher leading 6 churches in Kitui, Kenya. Joseph 
shares, “My dream is to see the whole community change into the loving, compassionate nature of Christ.”

1 Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds. World Christian Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2021).
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Rejoicing with the global church

The growth of the church in America has stagnated while it exponentially rises in places like China and 
India. While we can lament the decline in our own setting, we must also rejoice to see the power of the 
gospel on display in places that seemed impenetrable. The same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead 
is active in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Chile, in Mongolia and Manila. 

And those newly drawn to Christ around the world are our brothers and sisters, not our sons and 
daughters. We have much to learn from them as they follow Christ in the midst of poverty, pressure, 
and persecution. Their context compels them to seek Christ and rely on the power of His Spirit in ways 
unfamiliar to Christians in the relative affluence and stability of the West. We can learn a lot about 
bearing each other’s burdens from Christians living on $2 per day.

As you browse photos of John Stott, you will hardly find a brighter smile than when he was with church 
leaders in the Majority World. He appreciated and acknowledged them as co-laborers in Christ’s 
kingdom, exhorting us all to become “global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global 
God.” 

Resourcing the global church 

As we celebrate the growth of the global church, we have the opportunity to build healthy 
partnerships in which each part of the church benefits from the other. John Stott had a vision for the 
church in the West to provide financial resources to help the Majority World church raise up its own 
scholars, preachers, and literature from and for local contexts. And the western church benefits as we 
connect with and sit at the feet of those gifted sisters and brothers who follow Jesus in their cultures. 
Langham joyfully continues John Stott’s vision in 2021 and beyond.

It’s been a busy century for churches around the world. As you will see in the pages ahead, these trends 
don’t show any signs of slowing down. Praise God! I pray it helps us follow John Stott’s vision of being 
globally minded Christians. May that vision be our own.

Grateful, 

Benjamin K. Homan 
President, Langham Partnership USA

P.S. Langham has two new resources to help as you continue (or start!) your walk 
alongside the global church. Visit langham.org/podcast and voices.langham.org to 
listen and learn from global church leaders.

We have much 
to learn from 
the global 
church as they 
follow Christ 
in the midst 
of poverty, 
pressure, and 
persecution.
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Growth Rate of Christianity, 1970-2020

In West Africa, the small 
country of Benin has seen the 

church grow from 500,000 
believers in 1970 to over 
five million in 2020 — a 

900% increase in fifty years.

In 1970, there were nearly 30 million more 
Christians in North America (211m) than in 

South America (183m). As of 2020, there are now 
130 million more Christians in South America 

(397m) than in North America (267m).

SOUTH AMERICA

1970
183 M
CHRISTIANS

2020
397 M
CHRISTIANS

At the turn of the 20th century, only 18% of the world’s 
Christians lived in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. In 1980, 
the majority share shifted, and more Christians were 
found in the Majority World than in the West for the first 
time in 1,000 years. By 2050, it is estimated that 73% of 
the world’s Christians will live in the Majority World.

WESTERN EUROPE

1970
147 M
CHRISTIANS

2020
126 M
CHRISTIANS

WEST AFRICA

1970
30 M

CHRISTIANS

2020
147 M
CHRISTIANS
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Global Christianity: 
A Rapidly Shifting Landscape

Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds. World Christian Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2021).

Growth Rate of Christianity, 1970-2020

The estimated number of Christians in Africa 
grew by 376% from 1970-2020. By 2050, it is 
estimated that there will be over one billion 

Christians living on the African continent 
— over 50% of the population of Africa, 
representing 32% of global Christians.

The Christian population in 
Cambodia was nearly wiped out 

by the Khmer Rouge in the 1970s. 
The church has seen astounding 

growth in the decades since, 
reaching an estimated 476,000 

believers in 2020. That number 
is projected to double to over 

one million in the next 30 
years.

-100% +10,000%

WESTERN EUROPE

EAST AFRICA

1970
55 M

CHRISTIANS

2020
303 M
CHRISTIANS

SOUTHEAST ASIA

1970
51 M

CHRISTIANS

2020
153 M
CHRISTIANS

 The deeper the red shading, the faster the growth rate of Christianity. 

Geographic regions assigned according to the United Nations Statistics Division.
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Any astute observer of the church worldwide would realize that there is a crisis 
relating to leadership within the church. Among the many reasons for this is the fact 
that most churches in both the western and non-western world have been greatly 
influenced by models of leadership that are closer to the culture in which they 
operate than to the Scriptures. Addressing this issue biblically and practically is one 
of the most urgent needs the church faces in my part of the world and, I believe, 
elsewhere too.

The life of the church in the Majority World has been immeasurably enriched by 
riches from the western world through literature and other media. We are grateful 
for that contribution and must continue to be enriched in this way. But the church 
worldwide needs to hear from the Christians in the Majority World also. There are 
unique riches there which can bless the universal church. We need each other. 
Our theology of the body of Christ demands a partnership in all fields of Christian 
endeavor. Much partnership is taking place these days in the fields of mission 
strategy and practice. But we also need partnership in Christian thinking covering 
the different segments of theology, including the theology of leadership. 

Lessons We Need 
from the Global Church 
By: Ajith Fernando

PHOTO: Christians gather 
to pray in Cambodia.
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Let me list three reasons why thinking from the Majority 
World will be of great value to the church worldwide.

1.  All Christian truth is cruciform coming from a theology 
of the cross of Christ and from a belief that obedience 
to Christ cannot be divorced from taking up a cross of 
suffering. Suffering and material deprivation can foster 
deep thinking about God’s truth which Christians living 
in the affluent West could easily miss. As suffering and 
persecution are realities in most churches in Majority World 
nations, these churches are uniquely positioned to enrich 
the church with deep, health-giving, cruciform truth.

2.  In many parts of the western world, churches are 
in decline and are losing the positions of influence 
they once had. In response to this, some Christian 
communities, trying not to cause offense to outsiders, are 
soft-peddling radical Christian essentials and losing their 
cutting edge. Others are trying to assert that their views 
are the official values of the nation and should therefore 
be enforced. Sadly, many are pursuing these paths in ways 
that are viewed by outsiders as intolerant and arrogant.

 Christians in the West can be emboldened and instructed 
by hearing the voices from churches where growth and 
vitality is evidenced in the midst of persecution. There are 
helpful models of winsome witness amidst hardship.

 Their vibrant experiences of growth and of God’s power 
have contributed a unique flavor to their interpretation of 
and approach to God’s truth. When Christians experience 
God powerfully at work among them, their eyes are 
opened afresh to discovering certain biblical truths, 

Learning from the 
Global Church 
In Conversation with  
Chris Wright & Ajith Fernando

An excerpt from “On Mission with Chris Wright,” a 
podcast from Langham Partnership. 

CHRIS: I just wonder what you think of as your primary 
or most urgent message for the church, especially the 
church in the West. Now you’ve written this, and I’m 
quoting: “I have a great fear for the church. The West 
is fast becoming an unreached region. The Bible and 
history show that suffering is an essential ingredient 
in reaching unreached people. So will the loss of a 
theology of suffering lead the western church to 
become ineffective in evangelism?”

AJITH: I think one of the important things to 
remember is that the Christians were a majority in the 
West for a long time. And so they were privileged and 
they had their way there. The government was in some 
ways serving the church almost, and that has changed. 
And one of the fears I have is that people begin to 
panic and respond with unnecessary aggression to 
their loss of power within the community. When Paul 
said he becomes all things to all people, one of the 
things he said was, “To the weak I became weak.” And 
I think weakness is one of the ways by which we can 
present the glory of the gospel, because there is a truth 
about Christianity, which is so convincing, so real, that 
we don’t have to be afraid. What I fear is that when 
people see their power going, they are hitting back, 
they are bitter. 

But there is the confidence in truth that gives us 
freedom, in spite of all the attacks that come to us, 
to speak winsomely about the gospel. And I think 
that is the way the West is going to be reached again. 
The West was losing ground. The church was losing 



especially about the ability of God. Those discoveries could 
bring new light and encouragement to Christians who are 
discouraged by being in churches which are in decline.

3. One reason for the reduced output in terms of literature 
and scholarly thinking from poorer nations is the inability 
of their Christian community to afford separating out 
people to be specialists and writers of serious scholarly 
material. Capable people are so busy doing the work 
of ministry that they find it difficult to devote time 
exclusively to their specialties and to putting into writing 
the rich insights they have gained from their study and 
experiences in ministry. Yet this apparent obstacle may 
contribute to one of the most important contributions 
these churches can make to the body of Christ. There is 
an urgent need for integration in theology and practice. 
Penetrative insight comes through thinking that takes 
theory and applies it to life. Such integration is difficult 
to find in today’s specialized world. In the history of the 
church some of the most influential thinkers were brilliant 
theologians and were grassroots practitioners at the same 
time. Examples of such are Augustine, Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley and Charles Finney.

 The commitment of leaders to efficiency can push 
them to engage in such a strong program of pursuing 
measurable results (intellectual and practical) that they 
can become lazy about integrating serious thinking  with 
the practical realities of grassroots work. People in our 
part of the world are forced to focus on their chosen field 
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ground, and we were very concerned. But I think if 
history shows us any lessons, one of the lessons is that 
suffering can be an impetus to grow. And this could 
happen in the West. Fundamentalism, as it has got to 
become known now, is an expression of insecurity. 
When you’re insecure, you attack the enemy. When 
we are secure about our truth, we respond to them 
lovingly, compassionately. And in that way, I think we 
can have a powerful witness for Christ. 

CHRIS: Do you think that power, and especially political 
power or social power, has become an idolatry of 
evangelicalism in the West?

AJITH: Possibly. The history of the church shows that 
whenever the church had power, God sometimes used 
the power for his glory, but often the power corrupted 
the church. Even people like Chrysostom, the great 
Bible expositor, absolutely refused to use his power, 
or he used it to be counter-cultural, to go against the 
emperor, to speak against the emperor. And so I think 
the power of the gospel is something else. It’s not 
something that is dependent on earthly structures. It 
can use earthly structures, but it’s not dependent on 
earthly structures.

Visit langham.org/podcast to listen and  
learn from other global leaders.



of specialization and expertise out of a background of a 
generalist lifestyle and ministry-style. We cannot afford 
pure specialists. Our output may be much less in terms 
of volume, but hopefully the struggle to be an integrated 
person will have produced penetrative insight which 
will be health-giving to the church. Many brilliant minds 
in the Majority World have moved to the West, lured by 
prospects of a more “productive” output in their areas 
of specialization. In doing so, they may have sacrificed 
penetrative insight on the altar of productivity.

 Besides, I think people in many of our nations have a 
more conducive cultural environment for integration 

Visit voices.langham.org to listen and  
learn from other global leaders.

Listen in on conversations 
between Chris Wright and 
church leaders around the 
world like Conrad Mbewe, 
Myrto Theocharous, Rico 
Villanueva, and more.

Visit langham.org/podcast 
or download from your 
favorite podcast app

Chris Wright
Author, The Mission of God

langham.org 11

than people in western countries. We may have a more 
holistic (integrated) approach to life as opposed to a more 
compartmentalized approach in the West.

All this makes it imperative that the contribution of  
Majority World Christians should be made available to the 
wider church. 

About Ajith Fernando:  Ajith Fernando is teaching director (and former national director) of Youth for 
Christ, Sri Lanka, a ministry he led for 35 years. He’s a sought after speaker (frequenting stages at Urbana 
and Lausanne gatherings—as well as pulpits of churches around the world). He is the author of 17 books 
published in 20 languages. His latest book is Discipling in a Multicultural World (Crossway). He lives in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Ajith Fernando. Foreword (Abridged). Missing Voices: Learning to Lead Beyond Our Horizons, by John E. Johnson, Langham Global 
Library, 2019.
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 SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM PREACHING

Because Every Church 
Deserves a Well-Trained Preacher

In 1996, John Stott wrote out a personal vision to raise the standard of biblical preaching in the Majority World, planting 
the seeds for a global movement of pastor training. 

In the snapshots below, you’ll see how this vision continues to yield fruit around the world. The first training event for 
pastors was led by Stott in Latin America. Today,  preachers in 80+ countries attend training seminars—many led by 
indigenous trainers!

In 2001, Stott led the very first 
pastor training seminar in 
Argentina with Chris Wright, 
Langham’s Global Ambassador 
and Ministry Director. Wilfredo 
(pictured at right, in front of 
the microphone) was among 
the earliest pastors trained. 
Today, he leads training for 
thousands across Latin America. 
He says, “Langham is helping 
these young leaders find a new 
way of studying and preaching 
the Bible, so necessary for the 
growth of God’s church.”

From the desk of John Stott, 1996 

 “My vision, as I look out over the world, is to see every 
pulpit in every church occupied by a conscientious, Bible-
believing, Bible-studying, Bible-expounding pastor . . . week 
after week, I see people changing under the influence of God’s 
Word, and so approximating increasingly to the kind of people God 
wants them to be, in understanding and obedience, in faith and 
love, in worship, holiness, unity, service and mission.”

Slavko in Bosnia leads pastor training across 
southern Europe. In the midst of Covid-19,  
he launched an online platform to share 
the Gospel with unbelievers. Among those 
his preaching impacts is Mirjana, who says, 
“Slavko’s preaching put batteries in my 
heart.”

LATIN AMERICA
TRAINING IN 14 COUNTRIES

EUROPE
TRAINING IN 18 COUNTRIES



Bishop Muhindo Isesomo, trained by Langham and now training pastors 
across West Africa, says: “Our churches are very glad for the Word of God…
Churches are growing in quantity and quality because the true Word is 
being preached.”

Langham-trained pastor Michael of Liberia says, “Due to Langham, the 
preaching has greatly improved . . . We are seeing a shift of Christians 
growing in the Word.”

Langham-trained pastor Joseph in Cambodia says, “The church is growing 
like crazy. We need leaders to take care of God’s sheep!” Today, he trains 
hundreds of preachers like Khai, who says, “I have been looking for effective 
[training]; this is it! I am like a branch on fire!”

In India, local leaders carry out trainings in local languages. In the midst of 
Covid-19, Langham-trained preachers shared Christ’s love by providing food 
and aid to the vulnerable. One preacher, when asked why he was willing 
to wash the feet of a weary day laborer, responded:  “Jesus loves you.” The 
laborer replied, “I want a God who loves me.”

In a sensitive region, Langham’s pastor-training movement is just beginning. 
Pastor Sabola, who helps lead the movement, says, “After the revolutions [2011 
and 2013] the church in Egypt has a good opportunity to witness for Jesus and 
serve the community.”

Dwi, among the first leaders trained by Langham in Indonesia, now directs 
pastor training across Asia, impacting thousands of pastors like Daniel 
(pictured). He says, “I learned to love [and preach from] the Bible. Now my 
congregation knows their purpose—to serve God.”

langham.org 13

AFRICA
TRAINING IN 25 COUNTRIES

MIDDLE EAST/NORTH AFRICA
TRAINING IN 3 COUNTRIES

ASIA
TRAINING IN 13 COUNTRIES



 SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM LITERATURE

God Will Speak our Language

Good books impact lives. That’s why John Stott directed all the 
royalties from his own 50+ books to provide Bible study books for 
students, pastors, and theological libraries in the Majority World. 
Langham sends books around the world to pastors and institutions in 
over 100 countries—often free of charge or at reduced prices. 

Today, our focus has shifted even more to investing in books written 
by local Bible scholars, produced by local Christian publishers, and 
much more relevant to their people. Among the most groundbreaking 
examples are five one-volume regional Bible commentaries now in 
the hands of local pastors and believers. Be encouraged to learn how 
these books, which come from Majority World soil, enrich believers 
throughout the global church.

From the desk of John Stott, 1992 

 “How much our books mean to us in the affluent West! We 
could hardly contemplate life without them. Yet I have been in 
a number of pastors’ homes in Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
in which the total number of visible books was barely a dozen... 
But good preaching is impossible without study, and study is 
impossible without books.”

Let the global church 
disciple you!

Visit books.langham.org to purchase 
books and Bible commentaries written 
by Majority World leaders.

Africa Bible Commentary - 2006 

It was called a “monumental work” by pastor Rick Warren and “publishing 
landmark” by John Stott, but the 275,000 copies sold in six languages 
only tell a partial story of impact. Studies show that pastors share their 
copies with up to 10 others, so this book helps millions of pastors 
biblically address issues like HIV/AIDS, witchcraft, and tribal conflicts. 
Local Kenyan publisher, David Waweru, said, “When people saw the 
commentary, they realized God will actually speak our language.”

Reach: Africa (including Madagascar)

14 CULTIVATE
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South Asia Bible Commentary - 2015 

More than 20,000 copies in English and Hindi open God’s Word 
to Asian believers, with helpful articles that address issues 
like suffering, karma, and the caste system. One Pakistani 
believer, part of the team translating it into Urdu, told us, “God 
will use this book to further His kingdom because people will 
understand biblical truth in their culture.” 

Reach: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,  Sri Lanka, Nepal

Slavic Bible Commentary - 2016 

In a region surrounded by conflict, pastors and scholars across 
different denominations united to write the first contemporary 
Bible commentary in 100+ years. Today it is a valuable tool 
helping believers apply the gospel in a post-communist context. 
Nearly 10,000 copies have been sold. One local pastor testifies to 
its relevance for people “who are asking deep questions, and for 
preachers with many unchurched people.” 

Reach: Belarus, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Ukraine

Arabic Contemporary Commentary on the Bible - 2018 

Over the past 100 years, Christians have fled the Arab world. 
Those who remain face persecution and other challenges. 
Now there are 5,000 copies—and counting!—of this valuable 
tool preparing them to study and live out the Bible’s message 
of hope. Jabir*, a pastor in Egypt, says, “It will help me 
understand how the Bible applies to daily life.” 

Reach: Arab World

Latin Contemporary Bible Commentary - 2018 

More than 10,000 copies now help pastors and leaders like 
Jocabed of Panama (at left) biblically address issues like 
poverty, creation care, violence, and displaced people. As a 
missionary to her native Guna people, she says, “This tool can 
help indigenous pastors and leaders impact communities with 
the gospel and bring Latin American voices to all people.” 

Reach: South America in addition to Mexico, Central America, and the 
islands of the Caribbean
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 SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM SCHOLARS

Discipling the Nations

From the desk of John Stott, 1992
“Our vision should be unashamedly to help capture the seminaries 
of the world for the gospel. And in order to do this, we have to 
ensure (as far as we can) that the world’s seminaries are staffed 
by scholar-saints – that is, by men and women who combine in 
themselves academic excellence and personal godliness.”

Langham Partnership invests in training for emerging Majority World Bible scholars because they, in turn, invest 
deeply in their home countries.

In 1969, when John Stott founded Langham, resources to support theological studies for emerging Majority 
World leaders were almost non-existent—yet urgently needed. One of the earliest donations, from Billy Graham, 
came with this handwritten note to Stott: “I am absolutely thrilled that the possibility has arisen that you may be 
able to give more of your time to ministering to the world church.” 

With prayerful support from friends like you, there are now 320+ Langham Scholars serving the church around 
the world. Meet some of these vital leaders below, and give thanks with us at how they multiply faithful 
disciples.  

  

*Hazeem Ahmed, Pakistan 

The first PhD scholar Langham supported was from Pakistan. Today, we 
see the fruit of a new generation of leaders in this region. Dr. Ahmed is 
one of them. With the platform of his PhD, he leads a seminary that trains 
thousands of pastors in Pakistan. His students go on to plant churches, 
start outreaches, author biblical resources, and help others love and serve 
like Jesus, even amidst persecution and pressure. He says, “The Christians 
in Pakistan must be firmly grounded in the Word of God, so they have the 
strength to persevere.”

16 CULTIVATE
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Students of Langham 
Scholars = Powerful 
Voices for the Gospel

We know that just one Langham 
Scholar will train 7,733 more 
leaders for the global church.

Among them:

Sensitive 
Asian Region

After her seminary studies under 
Langham Scholar *Dr. Leung, *Mei 
Yang used her voice to share God’s 
Word. She led a radio broadcast 
heard throughout a sensitive 
Asian country, including 13,000+ 
distance learning seminary 
students—many of them rural, 
minority pastors.

Guinea 
Bissau 

Moisés’ faith is crossing borders. 
He traveled to Londrina, Brazil, 
to study under Langham Scholar 
Antonio Barro at South American 
Theological Seminary. Through his 
studies, Moisés launched a pastor 
training program in Guinea-Bis-
sau, in West Africa, and plants 
churches in Londrina’s poorest 
neighborhoods. 

*Mei Yang

Moisés Arriaga

*Names changed to protect those serving 
in sensitive regions

Dr. Emily Choge Kerama, 
Kenya
The first female Langham 
Scholar from Kenya!

As associate professor 
at a seminary in Kenya, 
Emily trains the next 
generation of pastors 
and evangelists for her 
nation. She’s authored 
biblical literature her 
culture needs, including 
articles in the Africa Bible 
Commentary. She helped 
launch an organization that 
uses biblical principles to 
mentor young adults.

Dr. Kosta Milkov, 
Macedonia
200th Langham Scholar 
supported!

“Uncle Jonas has invested 
in my life!” Those are words 
from Dr. Milkov. He credits 
Langham support with 
helping him strengthen the 
witness of the church in 
Macedonia, where he leads 
Langham’s pastor training 
initiative. As founder of the 
Balkan Institute for Faith 
and Culture, he shows how 
the unchanging gospel is 
relevant for his region.

Like Emily, 66% 
of Langham 
Scholars write 
the first relevant 
theological books 
their cultures need.

Like Kosta, 51% of 
Langham Scholars 
start ministries! 

langham.org 17
*Data from an independent Measurement & Evaluation Study of Langham’s 
ministry effectiveness by Excellence in Giving, 2015-2021



The Symbolism of 
Christian Giving
John Stott, excerpted from The Grace of Giving

    2 Corinthians 9:11b–15

“. . . and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God 
for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing 
with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 
surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”

There is more to Christian giving than meets the eye. Paul 
is quite clear about this. In the case of the Greek churches, 
their giving symbolized their “confession of the gospel of 
Christ” (verse 13). How is that?

Paul looks beyond the mere transfer of cash to what it 
represents. The significance was more than geographical 
(from Greece to Judea) or economical (from the rich to 
the poor). It is also theological (from Gentile Christians to 
Jewish Christians), for it was a deliberate, self-conscious 
symbol of Jewish-Gentile solidarity in the body of Christ.

Indeed, this truth, that Jews and Gentiles are admitted to 
the body of Christ on the same terms so that in Christ they 
are heirs together, members together, and sharers together, 
was the “mystery” which had been revealed to Paul (e.g. 
Eph 3:1–9). This was the essence of his distinctive gospel. It 
was the truth he lived for, was imprisoned for, and died for. 
It is hinted at here, but elaborated in Romans 15:25–28.

Paul wrote there that the Gentile churches of Greece had 
been “pleased” to make a contribution for the impoverished 
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Christians of Judea. “They were pleased to do it,” he 
repeated. Indeed “they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles 
have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings [culminating in 
the coming of the Messiah himself ], they owe it to the Jews 
to share with them their material blessings” (Rom 15:27). 
It was a striking illustration and declaration of Christian 
fellowship.

In similar ways, our Christian giving can express our 
theology. For example, when we contribute to evangelistic 
enterprises, we are expressing our confidence that the 
gospel is God’s power for salvation and that everybody has 
a right to hear it. When we give to economic development, 
we express our belief that every man, woman, and child 
bears God’s image and should not be obliged to live 
in dehumanizing circumstances. When we give to the 
maturing of the church, we acknowledge its centrality in 
God’s purpose and his desire for its maturity.

Four times in the concluding paragraph of these two 
chapters, Paul states his confidence that the ultimate result 



of their offering will be to increase thanksgiving and praise 
to God. This is at the heart of all spiritual giving.

Verse 11: “Your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.”

Verse 12:  “This service that you perform is . . . overflowing 

in many expressions of thanks to God.”

Verse 13: “Others will praise God for the obedience that 

accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
for your generosity.”

Verse 15: “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”

Authentic Christian giving leads people not only to thank 
us, the givers, but to thank God and to see our gift to them 
in the light of his indescribable grace, shown supremely in 
the gift of his Son.

John Stott (1921-2011) was a pastor to pastors, a servant 
of the church in countries across the globe, and author of 
more than 50 books, including seminal classics such as Basic 
Christianity and The Cross of Christ. John Stott’s personal 
and prayerful decision to donate all of the income from his 
books and speaking honoraria launched and grew Langham 
Partnership—a ministry that reflects his heart to develop 
and resource biblical leaders around the world.
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