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About Langham
OUR VISION—to see  churches in the Majority World equipped for mission and growing to maturity 

in Christ through the ministry of pastors and leaders who believe, teach and live by the Word of God. 

OUR MISSION—to strengthen the ministry of the Word of God through (1) Nurturing national 

movements for training in biblical preaching (Langham Preaching), (2) Multiplying the creation and 

distribution of evangelical literature (Langham Literature), and (3) Strengthening the theological 

training of pastors and leaders by qualified evangelical teachers (Langham Scholars).  4  
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* Some names throughout have been changed to protect 
those living and serving in sensitive regions. 
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PHOTO—In northern India, where following Jesus means losing freedoms like drawing water from 

the community well or walking down the street without fear of being beaten, this church is a gospel 

outpost. Langham-trained leaders mentored the pastor, and today thousands of believers, some 

walking for miles, crowd in to worship here each Sunday. 

Get involved: Visit langham.org
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to assemble or build. Yet, in the face of persecution, tsunamis and pandemics,  
the church in Indonesia continues to grow. 

How can the church survive under such circumstances? The church grows 
because of the power and promise of Jesus Christ to build His church. The  
church in the Majority World abounds spiritually where it suffers materially  
and politically. 

Recently, we sent a small team to visit an Indonesian church led by a Langham-
trained pastor. While many In his congregation experience poverty, he leads  
them to focus outward to serve their Muslim neighbors. He says, “God loves and 
keeps us. We must love our neighbors so they know God loves them.” Resilience! 

A tour of the resilient church

In this edition of Cultivate, you’ll visit the church around the world and learn  
how they persevere in the midst of hardship. Thanks to your generosity, Langham 
works in these hard places equipping pastors and leaders to preach God’s Word, 
helping His people find hope and resilience in Christ. Join me as we rejoice in and 
learn from Christ’s body in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, and beyond. 

Grateful, 

Benjamin K. Homan 
President, Langham Partnership USA

Dear friend of Langham, 

Covid-19 disrupted life in 2020. Plans postponed, events canceled, and normal routines tossed 
aside. Technology enabled some of us to connect with friends and continue work remotely 
while others faced extended periods of unemployment and isolation. Sadly, the daily news 
featured a climbing death toll. 

For churches and Christians in the Majority World, disruption is a daily reality. They are 
politically persecuted, socially isolated, and economically impoverished. They endure war, 
natural disasters, pandemics, and public health crises with crushing frequency. Yet, their faith 
persists. In the face of countless challenges, they gather to proclaim and celebrate the fact  
that Christ is King!

As westerners, we have much to learn about resilience from our brothers and sisters around 
the world. 

“I will build my church”

The church in the Majority World, though under pressure and under-resourced, is growing but 
fragile. Believers are isolated from friends and family when they profess their faith. They long 
for God’s presence when pandemics, wars, and other tragedies hit.

I’ll never forget visiting Indonesia following the 2004 tsunami that resulted in the death of 
nearly 230,000 people. Entire villages and regions were reduced to rubble by the waves, the 
economy was devastated, and survivors struggled through trauma. 

In this primarily Muslim country, most don’t know the hope of Christ. Christians make up only 
10% of the population. Their very presence leads to persecution, and they’re denied the right 

PHOTO: Ben Homan visits 
the devastation of the 2004 
tsunami in Indonesia along with 
other concerned Christians. 

They long for 
God’s presence 
when pandemics, 
wars, and other 
tragedies hit.

A Resilient Faith
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The Resilient 
Global Church in 2020
From weather to warfare, protests to a pandemic—the global 
church has endured pressures and challenges in 2020. Your 
partnership with Langham has already equipped pastors and 
leaders positioned to serve on the frontlines. Be encouraged as 
you learn how they are opening God’s Word, introducing Jesus 
to the lost, and serving as peacemakers in a hard year.   

Violence, ransoms, and kidnappings rage 
on in the ongoing Mexican drug war. The 
Congressional Research Service estimates 
more than 150,000 crime-related homicides 
have occurred in Mexico since 2006, with 
over 70,000 missing or disappeared.

Since 2016, you’ve helped train 150+ 
pastors and leaders to study and teach 
the gospel in Mexico. These leaders now 
shepherd congregations to serve as  
salt and light. 

MEXICAN 
DRUG WARS

POLITICAL CRISIS 
IN VENEZUELA
The political crisis continues to wreak havoc 
on the economy and infrastructure of 
Venezuela, creating a lack of employment, 
food, and other basic human necessities. 
The United Nations estimates that more 
than 5 million Venezuelans have migrated 
out of the country since 2014.

Langham recently helped develop and 
launch the Latin Contemporary Bible 
Commentary – giving pastors a resource 
to help them connect Scripture to 
pressing issues like prosperity gospel 
and corruption.  

BEIRUT EXPLOSION
A warehouse at the port of Beirut exploded 
on August 4, 2020, killing more than 
200, injuring over 6,500, and displacing 
300,000 civilians, and deepening Lebanon’s 
economic crisis.

Five Langham Scholars serve in some of 
the most strategic Christian institutions 
in Lebanon, including Beirut’s Arab 
Baptist Seminary. In addition to 
equipping biblical leaders to proclaim 
Good News in a hard place, they 
mobilized their institutions to respond 
to the needs of the city in the aftermath 
of the explosion.  

ETHIOPIA 
ETHNIC 
CONFLICT
Rising tensions across Ethiopia’s 10  
ethno-linguistic regional states led to violent 
conflict in Tigray, carried out by the federal 
government, and resulting in the death of 
hundreds of civilians and the displacement  
of thousands.

Since 2012, we’ve equipped 100 pastors 
teach God’s Word in Ethiopia, bringing 
many different ethnic groups together 
for training under one roof. Pastors like 
Misgana who, though he was born and 
has been ministering in Ethiopia’s capital 
city, is being drawn into the rural parts of 
his country where he says, “The people are 
thirsty and they want to know the truth.”

Riad Kassis, Director  
of Langham Scholars

TYPHOON SEASON IN THE PHILIPPINES
More than 20 tropical storms battered the 
Philippines in 2020, including Vamco, which 
caused the worst flooding in Manila in 45 years.

Rolex Cailing is one of 13 Langham-
supported scholars training leaders to 
shepherd congregations in this disaster-
prone nation. Rolex also walks alongside 
displaced peoples in the aftermath of 
disasters. He says, “By being there, living 
with them and listening to their cries, you 
are sending a message that God is alive 
and in control.” This year, your support is 
training 4 emerging Filipino leaders. 

HONG KONG PROTESTS
Pro-democracy protests began in June 2019—a reaction 
to Hong Kong government’s proposed extradition bill. 
In 2020, thousands of citizens have been arrested and 
injured in the protests.

Langham-equipped scholar Sean* leads a seminary 
whose students go on to influence every area of 
society. They plant churches, lead workplace Bible 
studies, and head up urban outreaches. Former 
student Paul*, who serves in the government, says, 
“You see how important Scripture is to daily life and 
the many issues the city is facing.”

LOCUST SWARMS IN 
EAST AFRICA
The worst locust swarm in decades ravaged 
the already vulnerable Horn of Africa region, as 
well as the Arabian Peninsula, destroying crops 
and causing food shortages for tens of millions.

Langham supports the development and 
distribution of biblical resources written by 
Africans for the African context—books like 
Christianity and Suffering and God, Where 
are You? help believers biblically respond  
to suffering.

AUSTRALIAN WILDFIRES
Hundreds of wildfires raged across Australia 
during “The Black Summer” of 2019-2020, 
scorching more than 45 million acres, 
causing billions in damage, and resulting in 
more than 30 deaths.

As the fire season began, Langham 
held its first-ever preaching training in 
Australia with indigenous Aboriginal 
pastors—a group vulnerable to 
generational trauma and poverty, as  
well as natural disasters like the 
bushfires of 2020. “Our community 
desperately needs good strong 
indigenous preachers to help us grow 
spiritually,” says Rick and Kayleen,  
among the first group of aboriginal 
pastors trained. 

* Data gathered from World Health Organization and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, accurate as of 2/2/21

Covid-19*

102,942,987 
GLOBAL CONFIRMED  
CASES OF COVID-19

2,232,233 
GLOBAL DEATHS  

ATTRIBUTED TO COVID-19

101,308,238 
VACCINE DOSES GIVEN GLOBALLY
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Like a mighty storm, Covid-19 has left the world reeling and rocking with the very 
foundations of “normal” shaken. We shall never be the same again as we learn that 
pandemics are no respecter of persons—the royal or lowly, rich or poor, the aged 
or babes. We have been equalized—white, black, and colored, Asian, European, and 
African. We have seen the underbelly of powerful nations and been reminded that 
we all are equal before our Creator God. We all cry with the same tears, our hearts 
are broken in the same way, and our worries and fears are as palpable as those near 
and far.

As nations face over 90 million Covid-19 infections (as of mid-January ’21) and 
the greatest economic recession, the whole world continues to grapple with 
traumatic disruptions—increasing Covid-19 deaths; tweets of health workers 
holding hands of dying patients as they pass on far away from family and friends; 

Building Hope and Resilience 
Amidst Covid-19
Lament, communities of care, and the new normal

BY DR. GLADYS MWITI 
Langham Scholar, Kenya

PHOTO: Pastors and lay  
leaders in South Africa study 
and practice teaching God’s 
Word together.
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parents struggling to balance work and homeschooling, while 
under the stress and fear of losing their jobs; millions feeling 
the isolation of the lockdown and the anxiety that there is 
no cure in view as yet. “How long?” we wonder. Covid-19 is 
not the only crisis. Many countries are spiraling downwards 
economically, not only due to the pandemic, but also from 
corrupt leadership and self-centered political conniving, 
leaving many wondering, “What next?”

Psychosocial impact of Covid-19
Traumatic incidents come suddenly and leave a trail of fear, 
death, and destruction. Covid-19 is a global pandemic that 
threatens life and creates much uncertainty. The result is 
panic, fear, isolation, anxiety, stigmatization, “coronaphobia,” 
hoarding and anger.  The impact is an escalation of mental 
health challenges and social breakdown, especially among 
the mentally and psychologically vulnerable—the poor, 
jobless, mentally-ill, depressed, and anyone already living with 
domestic violence and abuse.

Lockdown and quarantine have limited the freedom to 
socialize and curtailed social supportive networks, including 
church life. Helplessness, hopelessness, and isolation amplify 
mental health and trauma challenges.  As some battle denial 
and anger, others are stressed and anxious facing massive job 
losses as mega companies and industries collapse. A recent 
meta-analysis of up to 36 heterogeneous studies covering 
a population of 117,044 on Covid-19 mental health impact 
indicates the prevalence of 29.6 percent stress, 31.9 percent  
anxiety, and 33.7 percent depression. The current concern is 
that as nations concentrate on controlling the spread of the 
virus and medical treatment for the infected, mental health 
needs are not receiving the required urgency.

Disorientation in times of trauma
In my book Christian Counseling, I discuss the reality of 
disorientation in times of trauma—where, in a world that was 
orderly and predictable, things suddenly became disordered 
and erratic.  At such times, many are asking questions such as: 
“Why has this happened?” and  “Why me?” 

Soon after the Rwanda genocide of 1994, our Oasis Africa 
team of professional trauma psychologists were among 

the first to enter Rwanda. In the three years of our trauma 
counseling program, we often faced the “why” question as 
we all tried to understand the genocide where in 100 days, 
800,000 people were killed with machetes and rifles. In one 
of our meetings, a young woman asked, “Where was God 
when my whole family and villagers died?” As the room 
rang with the silence that followed, an elderly man named 
Bizimungu, translated “God sees me,” stood up and said, 
“I too have struggled for many days with that question. I 
have come to realize that God was always there—in each 
of our villages and situations, holding us and weeping with 
us.” Bizimungu’s words echoed African perspectives on 
theodicy—a theological perspective that tries to affirm divine 
justice despite the suffering in the world, suffering that so 
often seems arbitrary and gratuitous. The word “theodicy” was 
coined by the German philosopher Leibniz, and is based on 
two Greek words, theos or “God” and dike or “justice.”

In times of suffering and trauma during this Covid-19 
pandemic, God is with us as we mourn the departed and 
protect ourselves from the virus.

Self-care and other care in crisis
Biblical lament

In times of peril, since we know that God is with us, we can 
practice the discipline of lament. In the book of Psalms, David 
teaches us the secret of lament. For example, in Psalms 41 and 
42, we learn to openly pour our hearts to God who does not 
frown at our thoughts and does not expect a nicely packaged 
prayer from his hurting and confused children. When we 
know that God is with us, sees the storm we are in, and 
knows our pain, we can approach him with our tears, fears, 
and doubts. Lamenting in God’s presence is the beginning of 
spiritual self-care in times of crisis. This spiritual discipline goes 
hand-in-hand with practicing the disciplines of prayer, Bible 
reading, and worship.

The practice of self-care and other care

Other practices of self-care involve physical care—sleeping 
well, exercise, drinking much water, eating balanced meals—
and mental care. Taking care of the mind involves adapting 
ourselves to the new reality, especially managing isolation 
with thanksgiving for the simple joys that brighten our lives—
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the fact that we are alive, the sound of a child’s laughter, even 
the smell of our favorite food.

The practice of self-care and other-care involves creating 
community—cherishing and celebrating our relationships 
with family members, neighbors, relatives, and others in the 
community. These practices enhance resilience—our ability 
to bounce back into healthy living once the crisis is over.  With 
children, routine helps because children especially thrive 
where there is order—maintaining school hours, planning 
for fun creative activities, and rewarding adherence to house 
rules including Covid-19 prevention care.

Job loss and loss of loved ones would result in shock and 
confusion. Disruption of mourning rituals and funeral rites 
makes the loss even harder to bear. Holding on to family and 
faith community, celebrating the life of the departed, are part 
of self-care and care for those affected.

The role of the church during Covid-19 

Lockdown during Covid-19 has impacted the global church in 
unprecedented ways. Christians—whose lives revolve around 
worship gatherings, ministering, building community in 
small groups, meeting, and encouraging one another—were 
suddenly thrown into disarray. There were no meetings, no 
ministries, no gatherings, no weddings, no Holy Communion. 
The church did not know and still does not know how to deal 
with this disorientation. The result has been termed as an 
“anemic” response that has left many members floundering, 
deprived of spiritual comfort and vivacity.

The common Covid-19 message from the church globally is: 
“We’re closed. We’ll let you know when we open again.” As a 
community of care, besides conducting online worship and 
Bible study, the church should mobilize its members to care 
for the needy and voice a message of hope to the nation. 
These days, too often the only media message we hear is 
about numbers of the infected, the dead, and cut-throat 
political shenanigans.

Conclusion

What does God require of us? In the midst of Covid-19, God 
desires that we take time to understand the signs of the times, 
become bearers of hope, practice holistic self-care, adapt to 
the new normal from home to church and community, create 
caring communities, and learn to speak out words of total 
dependence on our all-knowing God.

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on 
the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce 
no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle 
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God 
my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my 
feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the 
heights” (Hab 3:17-19; NIV).

About Gladys Mwiti:  Gladys is a Langham Scholar and clinical psychologist in Nairobi, Kenya, and 
founder and CEO of Oasis Africa Center for Transformational Psychology and Trauma. She serves as chair 
of the Kenya Psychological Association and chair of Governing Council at the Co-operative University of 
Kenya. She’s also a Catalyst for the Lausanne Network for Mental Health and Trauma. For more information, 
visit: www.oasisafrica.co.ke and www.oasisafricawellness.co.ke

This article originally appeared in the January 2021 issue of the Lausanne Global Analysis and is published here with permission. 
Lausanne Global Analysis seeks to deliver strategic and credible information and insight from an international network of 
evangelical analysts to equip influencers of global mission. To receive this free bimonthly publication from the Lausanne 
Movement, subscribe online at https://www.lausanne.org/lga.

Visit voices.langham.org to listen and  
learn from other global leaders.

Listen in on conversations 
between Chris Wright and 
church leaders around the 
world like Conrad Mbewe, 
Myrto Theocharous, Rico 
Villanueva, and more.

Visit langham.org/podcast 
or download from your 
favorite podcast app

Chris Wright
Author, The Mission of God

Where East 
Teaches West
We’re bringing resources from church 
leaders in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America to benefit Christians in the 
west. At voices.langham.org, read 
articles on Scripture, culture, and the 
Christian life from the perspective of 
the Majority World.

VISIT VOICES.LANGHAM.ORG
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A Resilient Ministry 
in a Pandemic

“The Word of God is not in quarantine!”
— Pastor Alex, Peru

Your 
2020 
Impact Trained nearly  

10,000 pastors  
in 69 countries to 

faithfully teach Scripture

Supported PhD 
studies for 78 

emerging leaders 
in 44 countries

Trained 78 Majority World writers and 
editors to open God’s Word for their people, 

and provided grants to help 16 authors 
write books their cultures need

In a challenging year,  
together we…

The global church may have been challenged but it has not 
been deterred by the coronavirus. In the midst of a global 
pandemic, pastors and leaders you’ve equipped with Langham are 
conducting Bible studies online, mobilizing communities to care 
for the suffering, and drawing people to healing through God’s 
Word. Here are a few glimpses of the growing faith and resilience 
of God’s people around the world: 

Serving the Vulnerable in a Sensitive Region

Hazeem* received his PhD in theology thanks to the support provided through 
Langham. After completing his studies, he returned home to his volatile homeland 
in South Asia where Christians live at the margins and often face persecution. 
In this already impoverished region, Covid-19 government-imposed lockdowns 
are disastrous for vulnerable day laborers who depend on daily earnings to feed 
their families. Hazeem listened to their cries for help, and when the pandemic 
temporarily closed the seminary he leads, he mobilized his team to deliver care 
packages filled with food staples to 2,500+ families. They have helped deliver 
personal protective equipment to sanitary workers, who face daily exposure. As 

his team embodies Christ to the suffering, hope comes to people like Saima*, who 
exclaims, “We are thankful to God!”

Satisfying Spiritual Hunger in Bolivia & Beyond

While most in-person Langham pastor training events have been paused, your 
support enables training seminars to continue virtually. In Santa Cruz, Bolivia, a 
group of preachers shifted to zoom to continue their training on preaching from 
the Epistles. One attendee shares, “In spite of all that is happening, we cannot  
deny the hunger that still exists to come to know God’s Word more deeply.” Praise 
God! And in Bosnia, your investment sent pastor Slavko to receive training. Today,  
as people ask hard questions about life and eternity in the face of Covid-19, he  
has launched an online platform to share the gospel with unbelievers. He says  
the response has been good, and many non-Christians have responded to the  
Good News.

Writing Hope for the Global Church

Christian leaders around the world have taken the cancellation of in-person events 
as an opportunity to equip others through writing projects. Nigeria’s Chinyere 
Felicia Priest writes reflections for her community on lessons in God’s Word that 
can help them faithfully and biblically respond to realities of Covid-19. And in a 
hard year, your help produced important resources like the Hindi translation of 
the South Asia Bible Commentary, written by Asian scholars to open God’s Word to 
Asian believers. With helpful articles that address issues like suffering, Pastor Paul in 
northern India says it helps him multiply disciples and train pastors to faithfully lead.

“In the midst of Covid-19, God  

desires that we take time to 

understand the signs of the times, 

become bearers of hope . . . create 

caring communities, and learn to 

speak out words of total dependence 

on our all-knowing God.”  

–  Langham Scholar Gladys Mwiti, 
Kenya
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A Resilient  
Witness Enduring  
Political Conflict

“Christians, do not lose hope. Do not waiver.”
— Former student of a Langham Scholar, Sri Lanka

Your 
2020 
Impact Helped 22 indigenous 

publishers across 15 
countries produce 50 

books in heart languages

Celebrated the 
graduation of 14 

Langham Scholars who 
will impact their nations

Shepherded 1,147 local 
preaching clubs—groups of 7 to 
10 pastors/lay leaders meeting 
regularly for ongoing mentoring

In a challenging year,  
together we…

In a world full of human brokenness, a maturing and resilient 
church is one that is equipped to bring God’s redemption plan to 
bear in regions marked by violence and conflict. Be encouraged 
that your partnership trains leaders desperately needed to 
proclaim the gospel, help the church persevere, and help God’s 
people embody the peace and unity of Christ. 

Beauty from Ashes in Cambodia

In 1975, Pol Pot and the brutal Khmer Rouge regime marched into Phnom Penh 
and in a matter of years gutted the church and a quarter of the nation. Cambodia 
is rebuilding, and a generation of Christians are ready to lead, believers like Dith 
(pictured). As an editor at Fount of Wisdom, an indigenous publisher in Phnom 
Penh, she’s dreamed of writing a book to bring the hope of Christ to the women of 
Cambodia. Her book, How Cambodian Women are Called to Live a Fulfilled Life, was 
published by Fount of Wisdom because of your support. Dith says the book teaches 

women that “beauty is inside, not outside, and that God protects His people for 
the glory of His work.” Thousands of women across Cambodia are experiencing 
renewed faith, with their hearts pointed towards Jesus.

Advocating for Peace in Nigeria

“Lord Jesus, have mercy on the Muslims and Christians in Nigeria. Give them 
sight so that they may see that the way to peace is dialogue.” This was the prayer 
written by Langham Scholar Sunday Agang (pictured), a Nigerian Bible scholar and 
seminary teacher, as he surveyed the bloodshed in the aftermath of a church attack 
by local Muslim extremists in Jos, Nigeria. Here, the militant Boko Haram seeks to 
create an Islamic state—and local pastors and leaders struggle to help people 
biblically respond to this violence. Your support helped Sunday receive theological 
training to be a powerful voice for peace. He writes books on peacemaking, leads 
a ministry he launched that helps Muslims and Christians dialog, and trains future 
pastors and leaders to advocate for justice. 

Building on a Faithful Legacy in Romania

With emotion in his voice, Daniel Copil (pictured) described watching his 
grandfather kneel in daily prayer with other resilient believers. Together they 
practiced their faith, even as Romania’s communist regime was pushing the church 
to the margins. “The love of God carried them,” he says. “Their burden was covered 
by joy, by prayer.” Daniel calls that faith an inheritance that he hopes to pass on to 
Romania’s next generation. You are helping him do just that. Your support sent him 
to Langham’s preaching training seminars, and today he leads a preaching club 
of 300 young adults. They meet regularly to practice studying and teaching God’s 
Word, and they share the gospel with their community. Darius Gabor, a young 
leader, exclaims: “The vision of our group is to make more disciples of Jesus!” 

PHOTO: Locals and police 
gather outside one of the three 
churches bombed in Sri Lanka 
on Easter Sunday, 2019. Here, 
a Langham-equipped sister in 
Christ exhorts her community: 
“Christians, do not lose hope. 
Do not waiver. Where there is 
darkness, may you be the light.”

Photo credit: M A PUSHPA KUMARA/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock
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A Resilient Hope 
in Poverty

Your 
2020 
Impact

Sent 6 PhD theology students 
and 4 post-doctoral scholars 
on study residencies where 

they progress work on biblical 
resources their cultures need

Held 331 training seminars 
for grassroots pastors, and 

sent 82 leaders to 5 global/
regional consultations for 

focused training 

Sent 49,122 Bible-
centered books to seminary 

libraries, pastors, students 
and ministry partners in 

80+ countries
In a challenging year,  
together we…

With your support, Langham is at work in some of the most 
impoverished and under-resourced regions in the world. Together, 
we equip the church to live out its call to care for the orphan, the 
widow, the needy. Be encouraged by these glimpses of how you 
help God’s people to alleviate both spiritual and physical poverty 
around the world.  

God’s Best for the Least in India

In India’s remote villages, Christians represent the poorest of the poor. Cast out by 
their communities and shunned in the marketplace, many exist on only 30 rupees, 
the equivalent of 50 cents, per day. But your investment in Langham Scholar 
*Rohan has had a direct impact on the most vulnerable. Though his Bible college 
trains pastors who’ve planted nearly 2,000 churches across the region, he remained 
burdened by the crushing poverty he saw. He developed a micro-lending program 
that has helped nearly 600 families to start businesses, lifting themselves out of 
poverty and giving back to the community. Pictured is a young mother now able to 
feed her family. With your help, Rohan says he is giving “God’s best to the least.”

Discovering Their Worth in Indonesia

If you could sit with pastor Darma*, he would tell you himself: “My congregation is 
desperately poor and longing for the Word of God to strengthen them, encourage 
them, give them something to hold on to.” Darma leads a church in one of the 
poorest neighborhoods in Bandung, Indonesia—where millions are still in poverty 
despite the growing economy. Your generosity sent Darma to receive training from 
Langham on how to study and teach God’s Word. It equipped him to spend three 
months preaching through Acts. He saw his people begin to transform. “They now 
know the purpose of their lives is to serve God. They have a new vision, and are 
learning to run their lives well.” 

Sending Resources to Displaced Bible Students

When a civil war broke out in South Sudan in 2016, students at Bishop Allison 
Theological College (BATC) were already studying in the midst of political conflict, a 
crushing drought, and dire poverty. They—along with more than 1 million others—
fled to refugee camps in Uganda. With amazing resilience and few resources, they 
built a makeshift classroom and continued studies there. Your generosity helped 
Langham provide much-needed Bible study books to BATC students. In an  
under-resourced region, these books are a lifeline to students like Ayida (pictured).  
She says, “I am a leader. I want to study theology so that my leadership will be 
founded on God…We need to know God.”

PHOTO: Big smiles outside 
a school supported by an 
evangelical ministry in Cairo, 
which equips partners and 
churches to serve as the hands 
and feet of Jesus to Egypt’s most 
needy. It is led by Langham 
Scholar Dr. Andrea Zaki (a leader 
you helped train!), who says the 
mission is to “bring the whole 
gospel to the whole community.”

“My congregation is desperately poor and  
longing for the Word of God.”

— Pastor Darma*, Indonesia



Leave a Legacy
“We are happy to make a legacy gift to 
Langham because Langham supports 
Christian thinking and teaching, two 
of the most strategic ministries in the 
world today. Langham does this work 
with great integrity, so we trust them 
with this gift.”

L E A R N  M O R E  AT 
L A N G H A M L E G AC Y. O R G 

Join Langham friends Joel and Janis 
Carpenter by including a gift to Langham 
Partnership in your will or trust. Your future 
gift will strengthen the global church for 
decades to come.

J O E L  A N D  J A N I S  C A R P E N T E R 
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The Western church has used the Psalter as its 
hymnbook from earliest times. Augustine, Luther 
and Calvin wrote extensive commentaries on the 
Psalms, including the lament psalms. Augustine’s 
largest single work was his Enarrationes in Psalmos, 
a collection of sermons on the Psalms, and in it he 
urged Christian congregations to use the psalmists’ 
laments as their own words: “If the psalm prays, you 
pray; if it groans, you groan.”  

Luther’s Penitential Psalms (1517) was his first original, 
published work; the first book published in the American 
colonies was the Bay Psalm Book in 1640. The German pastor 
and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer cherished the Psalms as his 
principal form of prayer, both in solitude and in community. In 
a letter to his parents from his prison cell, he wrote: “I read the 
psalms every day, as I have done for years; I know them and 
love them more than any other book.” 

The virtual disappearance of lament from the pulpit, prayers 
and liturgies of churches in Asian churches that slavishly 
imitate the worship styles of affluent Western churches is 
a matter of grave concern, not least because it encourages 
dishonesty in our relationships with God and one another. 
Telling mothers who have lost their children not to grieve 
because “God is in control” or that “God is teaching them 
through suffering” is not only pastorally damaging but 
theologically shallow. Not only do we live in societies 
that are torn apart by ethnic and religious rivalries, and 

Devotional: Lament and Resilience
BY VINOTH RAMACHANDRA

Vinoth Ramachandra, Sarah’s Laughter (Chapter 1: Why, O Lord, Do You Hide Your Face?) (Langham Global Library), 2020.  
Used with permission.

Vinoth Ramachandra lives in Colombo, Sri Lanka. He has served internationally for many years with International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students (IFES), the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Micah Global, and A Rocha International. He has a 
PhD in nuclear engineering from the University of London, UK, and is the author of several books and essays on topics relating 
Christian theology to issues in the global public square.

experience severe climatic events, growing economic 

disparities and corrupt politics, but also we have many in 

our congregations who are crushed by these social realities. 

They may suffer domestic abuse, have nagging doubts about 

the trustworthiness of God’s promises in Scripture or the 

relevance of the gospel for the cultural worlds they inhabit, 

or may struggle with unanswered prayer and the silence of 

God in the face of their deepest traumas. Such folk have no 

vocabulary with which to articulate their pain because the 

biblical tradition of lament has been ignored in their churches. 

As the Singaporean pastor-theologian Gordon Wong has 

observed, “Our churches emphasize prayer and praise to 

God. But we almost always think that the only prayers 

acceptable to God are words of praise and thanksgiving.” It is 

not surprising, then, that many sensitive and thoughtful young 

Visit books.langham.org  
to purchase this and other books 

by global church leaders.

people choose to “drop out” of church as their honest doubts 
and struggles are not being addressed. 

To those who refuse to face the suffering of those amongst 
whom they live, or feel shame at their own vulnerabilities, 
the cries of lament seem so “unspiritual,” embarrassing and 
even loathsome. And churches which suppress the biblical 
lament tradition in their preaching and liturgies are churches 
which are very much part of the status quo, having invested 
massively in the preservation of exploitative and oppressive 
social relations. 

This tragic neglect of lament in our preaching and worship is 
more than a matter of ignorance; it is a lack of faith in the God 
of Scripture. A child who knows it is unconditionally loved by 
its parents enjoys the freedom to speak openly with them, 
expressing disappointment and anger as well as gratitude and 
love. We have noted that Old Testament Israel believed that 

the God of all creation had initiated a covenant with them, a 
covenant akin to a marriage relationship, and it was precisely 
this belief that allowed the prophets and hymn-writers of 
Israel to bring all their corporate and individual experiences 
of life into that relationship. Nothing was excluded. If, in 
times of pain and turmoil, we too know ourselves to be 
unconditionally loved by God, then we are free to question, 
challenge and even vent our anger at God. It is the security of 
love that engenders and emboldens lament.

Lifting prayers to the Lord in Cambodia
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