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“Remember
the Poor”



About Langham
OUR VISION—to see  churches in the Majority World equipped for mission and growing to maturity in 

Christ through the ministry of pastors and leaders who believe, teach, and live by the Word of God. 

OUR MISSION—to strengthen the ministry of the Word of God through (1) Nurturing national 

movements for training in biblical preaching (Langham Preaching), (2) Multiplying the creation and 

distribution of evangelical literature (Langham Literature), and (3) Strengthening the theological 

training of pastors and leaders by qualifi ed evangelical teachers (Langham Scholars). 4  
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* Some names throughout have been changed to protect 
those living and serving in sensitive regions. 
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PHOTO—In La Paz, Bolivia, Langham preaching clubs bring Bible study skills where 

resources are limited. 

“I am convinced that the Word of God fi lls my engine and gives me a 
reason to teach others that are hungry for God, especially when we 
go to the little towns where you can really see the need. Sometimes, 
these pastors have no resources or no commentaries. But when you 
begin teaching them how to study the Bible, they get passionate 
about God.”

- Jorge del Castillo, Langham preaching club organizer and leader in and 
around La Paz, Bolivia

Get involved: Visit langham.org

Letter from the President

Global Challenge: 
Material Poverty Map

Poverty and Solidarity: 
An African Perspective

Books Will Change Their Lives

Bringing God’s Best to the Least

Good News to the Poor

Devotional: The Challenges of 
Poverty and Wealth

COVER—Because of an innovative 
micro-fi nance program, hundreds of 
families in northern India have been 
able to lift themselves from poverty. 
Aarati* is among them. With her loan she 
purchased two small goats to provide 
milk, and an income, for her family. Learn 
about this program and the Langham 
Scholar who started it on page 14.
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Dear friend of Langham, 
We don’t like to talk about poverty. Rare is the dinner party where “the poor” are a welcome topic for table discussion. 
Discomfort accompanies any conversation where “lack” leads.

Yet frequent are the Bible’s discussions of poverty and wealth. “Blessed are you who are poor,” says Jesus (Luke 6:20). “But woe 
to you who are rich” (Luke 6:24). “For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:25).

The poor are given special attention by God throughout Scripture.

• He gave Israel multiple laws to protect them and provide for the needs of the destitute (Deut. 24:19-22).

• Jesus announced in the synagogue that he came to “proclaim good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18).

• “Remember the poor” was the singular command the disciples gave to the newly ordained apostle Paul (Gal. 2:10).

And King David—a man who, for all we can tell, grew up in a home with flocks and sufficient provisions and then became a 
king with great material wealth—repeatedly says of himself in the psalms, “I am poor” (i.e., Psalm 34:6, 40:17, 86:1, 109:22).

The Scriptures challenge our instincts to pursue wealth and cultivate our sympathies for the poor. Why? Because in one way 
or another, we are all poor.

The Good News

Poverty describes the reality of all that was lost in God’s good creation through rebellion against Him. It takes on different 
forms—spiritual, relational, emotional, physical—but all of humanity experiences lack and deprivation this side of Jesus 
making all things new. God in His Word emphasizes His attentiveness to the poor to cultivate our compassion for the poor 
and our recognition of our own poverties. And, gloriously, God in His Word makes clear that the poor—all of us—have a 
special place in His plans to restore all lacks with the provision of true riches in Christ.

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Biblical teaching 
equips churches to 
serve the materially 
poor in ways that are 
dignifying and 
empowering.”

Every church 
deserves a well-
trained pastor 
who can faithfully 
preach the Bible 
while also calling 
God’s people to 
care for the 
under-resourced 
in their midst.”

Attending to issues of poverty has a special place in Langham’s plans. As 
stated in our strategic plan, Langham is committed to strengthening the 
church in “places where God’s people lack resources that other parts of 
the global church enjoy richly and ought to share.” What we’ve learned as 
we go is that those with a lack in some area often have a surplus to share 
in other areas.

I have visited churches in some of the most materially destitute places in 
the world. Without fail, they all have one thing in common: joy. As I visit 
Christians in the slums of India, I find people who are not only filled with 
hope but also free from the common anxieties haunting consumer-driven 
cultures. They have much to share with those of us whose poverty is 
masked by material affluence. As Langham continues to strengthen the 
global church with sound Bible teachers and accessible biblical resources, 
we also endeavor to share the riches of the global church that meet our
lack.

Ministering the Gospel

Every church deserves a well-trained pastor who can faithfully preach the 
Bible while also calling God’s people to care for the under-resourced in 
their midst. We are honored to work with scholars, authors, and pastors 
who are doing just that in materially impoverished communities around 
the world.

As you will see in the pages ahead, there is great encouragement to be 
found in what God is doing among those who, though lacking in 
resources, are “rich in faith” (James 2:5). 

Grateful, 

Benjamin K. Homan
President, Langham Partnership USA“

“
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Share of population in extreme poverty, 2019
The share of individuals living below the 'International Poverty Line' of 1.90 international-$ per day.
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Source: World Bank PovcalNet
Note: Figures relate to household income or consumption per person, measured in international-$ (in 2011 PPP prices) to account for price
differences across countries and inflation over time.

OurWorldInData.org/extreme-poverty • CC BY

Global Material Poverty
The World Bank defines the extreme poor as those living on less than $1.90 a day, “a 
condition characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe 
drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information.” 

Rich in Faith

59 of the poorest 100 countries are also among the 
countries where the church has grown the most over the 
past 50 years—places like India, Togo, and the Philippines.

The center of gravity of extreme 
poverty has shifted greatly over the 
past 40 years, from China to India, 
across the Arabian Peninsula, and 
now to the African continent. By 
2030, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo is projected to have the 
highest rate of extreme poverty. This 
is where Langham-equipped 
leaders like George Atido train 

other godly leaders to bring a 
gospel-shaped perspective 

into areas like agriculture, 
medicine, and the 
marketplace. 

COVID-19 has led to the first 
rise in extreme poverty in a 
generation. Estimates show that 
between 119 and 124 million 
people will be pushed into 
extreme poverty due to the 
economic impact of the 
pandemic. 60% of those people 
are in South Asia. Langham works 
heavily throughout this region to 
train pastors and leaders who 
serve in villages suffering from 
extreme poverty to shepherd 
believers, launch salt and light 
ministries, and care for the least 
of these.

“Whenever we see someone in 
need, whether that need is 
spiritual or physical or social, if 
we have the wherewithal to meet 
it, we must do so; otherwise, we 
cannot claim to have God’s love 
dwelling in us (1 John 3:16).”

—John Stott,
Langham Partnership Founder

Most people in the world 
live in poverty. Two-thirds 
of the world lives on less 
than $10 per day, and every 
tenth person lives on less 
than $1.90 per day. This is 
the daily reality for much of 
the global church.

2⁄3 live on less
than $10/day

Share of population in extreme poverty, 2019
The share of individuals living below the 'International Poverty Line' of 1.90 international-$ per day.
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Source: World Bank PovcalNet
Note: Figures relate to household income or consumption per person, measured in international-$ (in 2011 PPP prices) to account for price
differences across countries and inflation over time.
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Share of population living below the International Poverty Line (less than $1.90/day)

Sources:

 —World Bank PovcalNet

—ourworldindata.org/extreme-poverty

—Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds. World Christian Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2021).

—World Bank. (January 11, 2021). Updated estimates of the impact of COVID-19 on global poverty: Looking back at 2020 and the outlook for 2021. Retrieved from https://
blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty-looking-back-2020-and-outlook-2021.

—World Bank. (November 29, 2018). The shifting gravity of global poverty. Retrieved from https.//blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/shifting-gravity-global-poverty.



Poverty and Solidarity: 
A N  A F R I C A N  P E R S P E C T I V E

Poverty has always existed and is found wherever a poor majority lives next to a 
rich minority—as is the case in most countries of the world. It is defined as the 
condition in which people lack the basic necessities for a decent life, such as 

food, clothing, and shelter.

Poverty does not come from God because all that He does is good (Gen. 1:25). He 
created a world that was intended to ensure that all human beings would have 
everything they needed (Gen. 1:29-30). The reason that some people lack what 
they need is a consequence of the fall, which brought sin into this world (Gen. 3). 
Recognizing this fact is not the same as saying that it is a sin to be poor. Rather, it 
is saying that sin lies behind all the economic, social, political, environmental and 
psychological factors that result in poverty.

This sin can take various forms. Many people are condemned to poverty through 
circumstances that are no fault of their own. Their poverty is made worse by the 
selfishness of those who think only of themselves, their own family, and their own 
ethnic or social group. Such selfishness widens the gulf between rich and poor, 
between the great powers and countries in the majority world.

Others may be poor because they are guilty of the sin of laziness (Prov. 20:4; 21:25; 
Matt. 25:26) or lack motivation to do the work of caring for the creation that God 
has entrusted to human beings (Gen. 1:28). Some may also fail to use the creativity 
or initiative that God has given to all human beings.

But if we argue that poverty is rooted in human nature and that people are naturally 
sinful, must we give up the attempt to do anything about poverty? Must we give in 
to Afro-pessimism, accepting poverty as something we cannot change? Of course 
not! God created every human being, and He is concerned about their well-being.

In the Old Testament, God told the children of Israel to be generous. They were 
specifically instructed to care for widows, orphans, and foreigners (Deut. 24:17-22). 
If such people, who lacked a husband, parents, or land, did not receive help, they 
would be condemned to live in dire poverty.

In the New Testament, there are many examples of generosity and solidarity 
among local churches. When a famine afflicted Jerusalem, other churches helped 
the impoverished church there by sending generous gifts (2 Cor. 8). It was in the 
context of helping others that Paul encouraged the Christians, “Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion” 
(2 Cor. 9:7).

S O L O M O N  A N D R I A
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Not only must churches help each other, but believers must also show practical concern for the destitute 
in their local church. James, whose letter focuses on Christian behaviour, clearly considers solidarity 
and generosity to be essential parts of faith in action. He recognizes that while faith alone is enough for 
salvation, action must fl ow from our faith. As he says, “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by what I do” (James 2:18). Thus he argues that it is totally inadequate to simply say, “Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed” to a brother or sister who has nothing (James 2:16). We must go 
beyond words and must clothe and feed them if we are to demonstrate the authenticity of our faith in 
Christ.

Generosity is not foreign to Africa; it is part of our culture. And we know that one does not need to be rich 
to be generous. We share what little we have. There is even a proverb: “In friendship, even a crust of bread 
is shared.”

The African Christian should be the most generous of all Africans, 
for our generosity should not merely be cultural but should also 
be rooted in a heartfelt response to God’s generosity to us. We 
should model our generosity on the generosity of the Heavenly 
Father, who promises to provide our daily bread (Matt. 6:11). But 
this bread he supplies does not normally drop from heaven, as 
the manna did in the wilderness (Exod. 16:4). Nor is his generosity 
limited to sharing a crust of bread, which merely staves off  
hunger. He created a world that would meet our needs for food 
(Gen. 1:30). 

Following His example, we must not just provide emergency 
food supplies but must act to change the situation. We must 
empower the person who receives help to help others (2 Cor. 
1:4). And we must not insist on our own preconceived ideas 
as to how help is to be off ered. Rather, we must support the poor in the use of their own creativity and 
imagination to fi nd a way out of their poverty. Experience has shown that people can be very resourceful.

African solidarity and generosity go together at the family level, in the clan and in the community. For 
the African Christian, solidarity in the church is even more important. This solidarity is not rooted in blood 
relationships but in faith and obedience to God, who asks us to love our neighbour as ourselves (Matt. 
22:39). We should be inspired by the example of Christians in the apostles’ time. There were no needy 
people among them because they had everything in common (Acts 4:32-35). That was the best way to 
deal with the poverty in their context. Today, the church can help its poorer members by encouraging 
them to be creative in thinking of solutions and helping them to obtain the training and equipment they 
need both technically and spiritually.

Unfortunately, generosity and solidarity can easily be corrupted by selfi sh motives. When this happens, 
these cultural virtues can lead to tribalism, nepotism, or the clinging dependence of parasitism. These 
evils have resulted in there being more poor people than rich people in Africa. But when the gospel 
guides our generosity and solidarity, these virtues become strong tools with which to build a better world 
(Matt. 5:43-48).We must go 

beyond words 
and must clothe 
and feed them 
if we are to 
demonstrate 
the authenticity 
of our faith in 
Christ.
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Dr. Solomon Andria (Andriatsimialomananarivo) heads the 
Department of Theology at FATEAC in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. He 
chaired the board of the Africa Bible Commentary and oversaw 
the French and Malagasy translations. Born in Madagascar, he 
holds a BSc in Engineering and Electro-mechanics (Université 
d’Antananarivo, Madagascar), an MTh (FLTE, Vaux-sur-Seine, 
France), and a PhD in Missiology (UNISA, Pretoria, South Africa). 
He made a major contribution to the Africa Bible Commentary 
where this content originally appeared.

Excerpt from Africa Bible Commentary: A One-Volume Commentary Written by 70 African Scholars, edited by 
Tokunboh Adeyemo (Zondervan, 2010; HippoBooks, 2016). Used with permission.
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“Give them books, and it will change their lives”

Langham partners with Phyu and his small publishing house to develop and 
translate biblical books in the local Chin language. Phyu uses these books to 
train his students, who return to pastor churches in Chin State or become 
missionaries to other states in Myanmar. He also distributes them, mostly for 
free, to pastors and leaders in Chin State who desperately need them. One 
of the pastors calls them “precious jewels” that help him bring joy in Christ to 
his people. 

Local pastor Tlang* compares owning a new book to owning a car. He says, 
“After we share the gospel with people, they have no reference to look back 
on. Our teachings are lost. We need to give them good books. Owning a 
new book is like having a new car in Chin 
State. We don’t need to give them 
clothes or shoes. Just give them 
books, and it will change their lives.”

Ling* is among the pastors who 
benefit from these Bible study 
books. He says, “Books help me 
share God with my people.” 

More than just books

Here in the states, with our seemingly 
limitless access to books, it is difficult to 
envision a single book bringing about such radical hope. Yet these books 
can be a lifeline for believers hungry to understand God’s Word. Phyu says, 
“More books are a big blessing for our people…My hope is people will know 
more about [God’s] truth…It will heal their hearts and the country. Your love 
and support are enormous for us and bring hope to generations!”

*Names have been changed to protect those serving in sensitive regions.
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 SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM LITERATURE

“Books will 
change their 
lives”
The biggest need in one of Myanmar’s 
most impoverished regions according to a 
local pastor? Books.

Myanmar’s history includes seventy years of military government rule which brought its people to their knees and kept them 
blocked off from the outside world. After a brief decade of relative freedom, the military again seized control last year, plunging 
the primarily Buddhist nation into darkness. God is growing his church in Myanmar where education is lacking, poverty is 
rampant, and religious liberty is heavily constrained, but the growth is fragile as pastors often lack access to the training and 
resources they need to teach God’s Word faithfully. 

“It’s hard to find pastors who know what God’s Word says”

Christians in Myanmar report that it is difficult to get good, biblical books that help them grow in Christ. Access to these books 
is critical for congregations in the remote regions, where communication and transportation are 
still relatively poor. 

Phyu,* a pastor from the impoverished Chin State who runs a Bible school in Yangon, 
says, “It is very hard to find good books that teach what is true. In Myanmar, it’s hard 
to find pastors who know what God’s Word says about blessing and suffering, and 
there is much suffering here.”  

With your support, we are helping Phyu put books into the hands of pastors and 
leaders who can equip the body of Christ to serve and bring hope through an 
understanding of the Bible’s teaching on poverty and true riches to Myanmar’s most 
vulnerable. 

Pastor Phyu with one of the “precious jewels” that strengthen the church in Myanmar.

langham.org 13

17 Last year, you helped publishers in 17 countries 
develop and distribute biblical literature that 
transforms lives for Christ.
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Langham Scholar Rohan* lives his life with the principle of 
bringing “God’s best to the least.” In northern India, poverty 
is common, but Christianity is not. The Christians who are 
there face the additional challenge of being excluded from 
their community and shunned in the marketplace. Thanks to 
Christian leaders like Rohan, churches are being equipped 
with a holistic approach. 

After receiving his PhD in theology with support from 
Langham, Rohan returned to northern India to train pastors 
as principal of a Bible college. In that role, Rohan made a 
sobering observation: “We have seen tremendous results of 
people being baptized and being disciples. But we still could 
not see much transformation in their economic life.”

Consistent with his holistic approach to ministry that 
emphasizes preaching God’s Word while also paying attention 
to tangible needs of people, Rohan opened several schools 
that offer quality education to children in the lowest caste. 
In addition, he helped develop a micro-lending program 
that enables hundreds of families to start businesses, lifting 
themselves out of poverty and giving back to the community. 
As part of the program, people join cluster groups where they 
can receive mentoring. It changes everything for families like 
Lakshita’s.* She says, “I bought a buffalo which provided milk 
for my family and an income…In the cluster group, we don’t 
just talk about finances. We pray and do Bible study, and we 
learn to write and read. So, it brings holistic transformation 
into our lives.” 

Pew Research estimates that COVID-19 plunged 75 million 
more people into poverty in India, hitting the rural poor 

 SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM SCHOLARS

especially hard. In response, Rohan’s team has shifted its 
focus from microloans to providing skills training, including a 
tailoring center that teaches vulnerable women how to sew. 

Rohan says, “God enabled me to receive the best education, 
and I want to use it for the least of our country, the least of our 
society.” 

*Names have been changed to protect those serving in a sensitive region.

Bringing God’s 
Best to the Least 

In northwest India, an innovative micro-lending program led by 
a Langham-trained scholar helps families like this one start and 
grow stable businesses in an impoverished region 

119,925 
Last year, 119,925 people were served by 
ministries started by Langham Scholars.

Good News to the Poor
Meet other Langham Scholars bringing God’s best to the least of these in places of poverty around the world. 

The Philippines

Athena Gorospe takes students from her 
seminary into communities impacted 
by one of her nation’s many natural 
disasters. They counsel and share 
Scripture with the suffering. She recalls 
one man who proclaimed, “Without this 
Scripture, I would have gone crazy.” 

Egypt

Andrea Zaki is general director of Egypt’s 
Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social 
Services, which cares for the urgent needs 
of more than 2 million (some of them 
pictured above). He says, “The vision is 
to empower people and to create a new 
context of dignity…In an Islamic culture, 
you need to see ways of building bridges.”

langham.org 15
With her loan, Lakshita* can now provide for her family.

A young generation finds hope for the future at one of the schools 
Langham Scholar Rohan started 

Langham Scholar Rohan (at left) praying over a family who 
received a loan.

Uganda

Emmanuel Mukeshimana of Rwanda 
launched an outreach that brings 
education to needy children and skills 
training to women and widows in 
East Africa. As a seminary teacher in 
Uganda, he trains future church 
leaders—some of them are pictured 
above!
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SPOTLIGHT ON LANGHAM PREACHING

Good News 
to the Poor
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to bring good news to the poor.” 

Isaiah 61:1

Rich in Christ in Myanmar

Even one biblical leader faithfully proclaiming God’s Word can 
inspire a ripple of impact. Myanmar’s Pastor Shwe* studied 
at a seminary but says it was at Langham’s pastor training 
seminars that he learned to teach the Bible and apply God’s 
Word to his context. Today, he leads his church to show 
Christ’s love within his impoverished community. Through 
hearing faithful sermons, Shwe’s church members, most of 
them poor, have become radically generous. Shwe explains, 
“Preaching on giving a tithe is diffi  cult here. We do not have 
much to give. Because I was able to preach in a way that 
helped them apply the Word to their lives, they now tithe 
with what little they have.” The resulting generosity enabled 
the church to start a Sunday School program and a mid-
week evangelism outreach to their village. Praise God for this 
community sharing their riches in Christ! 

Transforming Culture in Kenya

When the gospel came to Peter in his remote northern 
Kenyan village, he was deeply entrenched in witchcraft. He 
says, “We have a good culture, respect for elders, respect 
for mothers, but you will also fi nd that most tribes in Kenya 
practice witchcraft, and that is why there is a lot of poverty. 
But because I was changed by the power of God’s Word, I 
know they will be changed too.” Peter has made it his life 
mission to bring the transforming love of Jesus to Kenya’s 
unreached tribes. Together with Langham, you are helping 
by partnering with Peter to train preachers who plant and 
lead churches. When people experience the love of Jesus, 
love for neighbor blossoms, sacrifi cial care for one another 
begins to fl ow, and the burdens of poverty start to lift. Peter 
says, “If a village has no church…there is no school, there is no 
education, there is nothing. It’s total darkness. That’s why it’s 
very important that they hear the Word.”

*Names have been changed to protect those serving in 

sensitive regions.

Langham trains Bible teachers in some of the most impoverished and under-resourced regions in the world thanks to the 
support of generous donors. Together, we’re equipping the church to live out its call to care for the orphan, the widow, the 
needy. Be encouraged by these glimpses of how you help God’s people to alleviate both spiritual and physical poverty around 
the world.

True Hope in Haiti

The root cause of poverty often lies in the lack of a biblical worldview. In a country like Haiti, people look to unseen spirits 
through voodoo to assist them rather than viewing themselves as having dominion. Human agency, dignity, and worth are 
undervalued and undermined in a culture that trusts in 
superstition and chance. When nearly 9 in 10 pastors are 
untrained to teach God’s Word clearly, churches are vulnerable 
to false teaching that steals hope. That’s why in 2017, Langham 
was invited to partner with local churches there to train 
pastors. Since then, 200 pastors have learned to study and 
preach the Scriptures. Pastor Guenson, who teaches at a Bible 
college and helps lead the training, says, “We would like to 
thank you for helping us change our preaching culture in Haiti. 
We believe not only our preaching will change, but also our 
social culture because we believe once we, all preachers in 
Haiti, begin to preach the Bible, change will happen at every 
level of our life.”

These two women are among hundreds of fi rst-generation 
Christians growing in Christ in northern Kenya through 

Langham-trained preachers.

Pastors in Haiti learning to bring God’s Word into hard soil.

Inside Langham’s training in Myanmar, where pastors and 
lay leaders learn to share the riches of Christ with their 

congregations.

90%
of Langham-trained preachers 

observe congregation members 
loving and serving others after 

hearing sermons



18 CULTIVATE

The Challenges 
of Poverty and 
Wealth
PR ABO MIHINDUKULASURIYA

South Asia is home to millionaires as well as to the 
largest concentration of the world’s poor. Some 74 
percent of our neighbours (more than a billion people) 

live on less than two dollars a day. Recent economic growth 
has, however, given rise to an urban middle class who 
may be able to use their education and socio-economic 
independence to fi ght corruption, demand more responsible 
government, and create businesses that draw more people 
out of poverty. But this is not the only possible outcome. 

Frustration with corruption, inequality, and the political 
system may result in educated young South Asians 
emigrating or investing their money abroad. If they choose 
to focus solely on improving the circumstances of their own 
families, the gap between rich and poor will widen. It is thus 
important that Christian communities across South Asia take 
time to refl ect on the Bible’s teaching on poverty and wealth 
and apply it in the political and economic spheres as well as in 
their daily lives.

In Genesis, the story of creation reveals that God provided 
abundantly for all human and animal life and created the 
natural resources that would support human industry and 
trade (Gen. 1:29-30, 2:11-13). But since the fall, we have 
tended to idolize wealth (Prov. 18:10-11, Eccl. 5:10, Matt. 6:24, 

(Prov. 13:11, 24:27, 27:18, 23-27). Hard work and enterprise are 
encouraged (Prov. 10:4-5, 21:5, 28:19-20).

These biblical teachings resonate with some South Asian 
values. But whereas these are applied within the extended 
family in South Asia, the New Testament pattern of economic 
sharing looks beyond the family and kinship group to the 
needy of the local and global community. Christ’s sympathy 
for the poor should be our model. His incarnation is described 
as enriching the poor: “Though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 
become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). In the church, the traditional Israelite 
kinship structure was enlarged to embrace economic sharing 
with fellow believers (Acts 2:44, Rom. 15:26, 2 Cor. 8:4, 9:13, 
Gal. 6:10, 1 Tim. 6:18). A new concept of hospitality arose, 
rooted in the understanding that our “household” was now 
the inclusive community of Christ (Rom. 12:13, Eph. 2:19, Heb. 
3:6, 13:2, 1 Pet. 4:9).

Believers today need to think deeply about the ethical 
challenges posed by wealth and poverty. How should we 

Col. 3:5). Resources have become concentrated in the hands 
of the elite, while the majority remain impoverished (Isa. 5:8, 
Mic. 2:2, James 5:1-6). We have succumbed to the sins of 
greed, jealousy and indiff erence to the needs of others.

God wanted his people to model broad-based economic 
equality, and thus he instituted laws that provided for the 
poor as well as for restoring capital assets and preventing 
exploitative acquisition (Num. 26:53-56, Deut. 15:1-14, 24:10-
21). His blessing on a nation was interpreted as meaning that 
everyone would sit “under their own vine and under their 
own fi g tree” (1 Kings 4:25, Mic. 4:4). This surprisingly modest 
economic goal focuses on security, independence, and 
suffi  ciency. Extremes of either wealth or poverty are rejected 
in the Old Testament (Prov. 30:8-9). In the New Testament, 
Paul takes a similar stance (2 Cor. 8:13-15, quoting Exod. 
16:18). He does not defi ne equality as meaning that everyone 
has exactly the same standard of living but as meaning that 
everyone enjoys a standard of living that is compatible with 
human dignity.

The book of Proverbs presents values that should be taught 
at home regarding the right attitude to wealth and poverty 
(Prov. 3:9-10, 11:24-26, 12:9), how we should relate to rich and 
poor (Prov. 3:27, 14:21) and the management of family wealth 

respond to the problem of debt to money-lenders and credit 
card companies? Is it good stewardship of the resources God 
has given us to borrow money in order to maintain our social 
status by indulging in lavish celebrations? Are we striving 
for larger incomes so that we can fulfi ll our family duties, or 
are we defi ning our “respectability” by what we earn? Do we 
recognize the pressures of the never-ending consumerism 
that defi nes our worth by what and how much we buy? 
These are questions we need to ponder. The answers are not 
always easy. We would be wise to heed Paul’s wise counsel in 
1 Timothy 6:5-18 as we traverse this ethical maze. 

Prabo Mihindukulasuriya is Deputy Principal at the 
Colombo Theological Seminary in Sri Lanka. This excerpt 
is taken from “Poverty and Wealth” in South Asia Bible 
Commentary: A One-Volume Commentary on the Whole 
Bible, edited by Brian Wintle (Open Door Publications, 2015; 
Zondervan, 2015). Used with permission.
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Don’t miss this episode of On Mission 
with Chris Wright  featuring Dr. Athena 
Gorospe, a theological leader in the 
Philippines calling us to love and serve 
the poor and marginalized.

Visit langham.org/podcast/athena 
or scan this QR code to listen.



20 CULTIVATE20 CULTIVATE

P.O. Box 189
Cave Creek, AZ 85327

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

100 in 100—Will you join John Stott?

Did you know that it was John Stott’s own 
legacy gift—a gift of all royalties from his 
books—that launched this ministry and 
continues to train thousands of pastors and 
leaders to this day? As we mark the 100th 
anniversary of Stott’s birth in 2021-22, we 
are thrilled that almost 100 people around 
the world have joined John Stott and the 
Cross of Christ Legacy Fellowship by making 
a gift to Langham in their will. Praise God! We 
would love to reach 100 legacy gifts before 
the anniversary of John Stott’s birth on April 
27. If you have not yet made plans to include 
Langham in your will, would you prayerfully 
consider this type of gift? Learn more at 
langhamlegacy.org.
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